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INTRODUCTION

This survey is the first comprehensive, independent and
scientifically-valid national opinion poll of Canadian
youth attitudes toward human rights, social justice
and international issues.

We undertook this groundbreaking survey because we
know from our extensive experience with Canadian
youth that they are actively interested — and in many
cases already involved — in contributing to the debate
and decisions regarding Canada’s role in the world.

It is our goal in presenting this report, to empower
and embolden Canadian youth and to help facilitate
their meaningful and substantial contribution to local,
national and international communities.

It is also our goal to convince policy-makers, commu-
nity leaders and the Canadian public of the importance,
relevance and value of youth participation — not simply
because it is fundamental to the principle of inclusive-
ness within any democracy, but also because, quite sim-
ply, youth have a critical and important role to play in
the articulation, development and management of the
current and future affairs of our country.

War Child Canada is an independent charitable or-
ganization dedicated to providing urgently needed
humanitarian assistance to war-affected children
around the world. An important part of this work is
engaging Canadian youth to become effective leaders
in their local, national and international communi-
ties. We have an active national youth programming
department whose mandate is to inspire, inform and
empower Canadian youth to be critical, creative and
compassionate citizens working to organize proactive
responses to global humanitarian crises and to engage
in the task of creating a more just future.

Yet Canadian youth have never been formally or sub-
stantively asked their opinion on global issues in any
reliable or nationally comprehensive manner. Until
now.

War Child Canada was able to carry out this survey due
to the generous support received from Canadian Heri-
tage, the Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA), Foreign Affairs Canada, the Department of
National Defence, the Walter and Duncan Gordon
Foundation and the Simons Foundation.

We are very grateful to the public opinion research
tirm Environics Research Group for their commitment
to this initiative and for conducting the research in a
highly professional and scientific manner.

The primary objectives of this research were as fol-
lows:

To identify the issues, priorities and level of engage-
ment of Canadian youth with regard to global and
social justice issues.

To gauge attitudes towards Canadian foreign policy
objectives and controversies.

To measure what sources of information Canadian
youth are using regarding these issues.

To provide both governmental and non-governmen-
tal organizations with insights on how to further
engage young Canadians on foreign policy issues.
To assist educators in assessing levels of youth
knowledge and awareness concerning important
global issues.

To determine whether the opinions of Canadian
youth differ significantly from those of adults re-
garding these issues and in what ways.
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The survey included two main components:

* Asurvey of 750 Canadians aged 15 to 24. The mar-
gin of error for a sample of 750 is plus or minus 3.6
percentage points, 19 times in 20.

* A survey of 524 Canadians aged 25 and older. The
margin of error for a sample of 524 is plus or minus
4.3 percentage points, 19 times in 20.

Both components of the research were conducted by
telephone, using random digit dialling.

A more detailed description of the methodology uti-
lized for these surveys is provided in the Methodology
section of The War Child Canada Youth Opinion Poll. The
final questionnaire used in the survey can be found
in the Appendix at the conclusion of this report. The
results are described throughout the report as percent-
ages unless otherwise noted.

The War Child Canada Youth Opinion Poll consists of a
detailed presentation of the survey findings. As such,
it is intended as an important and hopefully appropri-
ate starting point for discussion, debate and dialogue

The War Child Canada Youth Opinion Poll challenges
Canadian citizens, politicians, educators, NGOs and
others to give the opinions of youth the attention they
deserve and the opportunity to participate in defining
Canada’s role in the world. It reaffirms the widely-held
belief that Canadians want to be engaged in the world
and that youth want Canada to play an even greater
leadership role in international affairs.

While the survey points to the need for both govern-
ment and non-governmental actors to strengthen their
work to engage and educate Canadian youth on global
issues, the final picture that emerges is encouraging.
To that end, the survey finds that youth are very op-
timistic about the prospects of solving human rights
abuses, hunger, war and conflict. For their hope and
sense of possibility alone, Canadian youth are worth
listening to.

We need to make room for their voices.

N A

Dr Eric Hoskins Dr. Samantha Nutt

among and between youth, educators, policy-makers, President Executive Director
government officials, community workers, NGOs and War Child Canada War Child Canada
the general public concerning the meaning of and pos-
sibilities inherent in the survey findings.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Overview

Canadians live in an increasingly interconnected world.
Technology, media, trade, security, disease and the en-
vironment have no borders, drawing Canada — and all
Canadians — into a complex reality where concepts of
“local” and “global” can seem anachronistic: what hap-
pens locally, now matters globally, and what happens
globally, now matters locally. We truly have become
citizens of the world.

Canadian youth are at the forefront of this interdepen-
dent world, accessing information and utilizing the
immediacy of new technology to shape their opinions
and develop their vision for the Canada of the future.

Will the Canada of the future be a leader in human
rights, good governance, democratic development and
global consensus-building through its actions and sup-
port of important institutions such as the United Na-
tions and the International Criminal Court? Do these
issues matter to the next generation, a generation that
will be shaping the nation’s foreign policy and defin-
ing, in their own terms, what role Canada will play in
the world?

It is surprising that, despite the importance of knowing
what young Canadians think about global issues such
as poverty, war and conflict, AIDS and environmental
pollution, no comprehensive national survey has ever
been undertaken to measure their thoughts and opin-
ions — until now.

Most youth claim to follow global issues somewhat
closely, but a large majority has never heard of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Additionally,
considerable proportions of between four and five in ten
are not familiar with developing world debt, are unable

to name a country in which human rights abuses are
taking place, or cannot name an NGO that is active
in addressing global issues.

This lack of awareness may be impacting on their con-
cern about these issues. Although most Canadian youth
express deep concern about the specific global issues
surveyed, sizeable minorities of between four and five
in ten are less passionate about these issues. However,
the survey also finds that there is a direct connection
between the degree to which youth follow global is-
sues and their concern about these issues, with strong
concern about all these issues being higher among those
who very closely follow global issues.

Despite their lack of awareness about some global is-
sues, Canadian youth hold some very definite opinions
about Canadian foreign policy. An overwhelming pro-
portion of youth believe that Canada should be oriented
toward an internationalist direction and work more
closely with the United Nations rather than the United
States in working to resolve global problems. However,
Canadian youth do not hold an anti-American stance,
but are more ambivalent on the issue of the United
States. While youth think it is in Canada’s best inter-
ests to have cordial relations with the United States,
they also believe that Canada should be doing more to
preserve a separate cultural identity.

Concerning Canada’s role in the world, youth believe
that peacekeeping is Canada’s most positive contribu-
tion to the world and the area where the country can
best take a leadership role, and, while most believe that
our military is too small to carry out its duties, Canada
is given its highest rating for its job in peacekeeping.
Youth are much less impressed with Canada’s response
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to HIV/AIDS in Africa and the crisis in Sudan’s Darfur
region. Also, while only one in ten identify aid to poor
developing countries as a leadership role for Canada,
most think the federal government should be spending
more in this area.

When it comes to their role on world issues, most
Canadian youth believe that they can make at least
some difference in changing the world and making it
a better place. Moreover, the view that youth can make
a big difference is higher among youth who are more
engaged in global issues. However, most youth (even
those who believe they can make some difference) are
cynical about how seriously their views are taken by
decision-makers.

The survey finds that not only do Canadian youth feel
they can make a difference in changing the world, most
indicate a degree of social involvement. Two-thirds re-
port having donated their time or money to a cause
or charity within the past year, including one-third
who report having done this within the past month.
Moreover, reported donation of time or money within
the past month is higher among those who are more
engaged in global issues.

Finally, when it comes to the future, most youth are
quite optimistic about the prospects of solving global
issues. They are most optimistic that major progress
will be made in their lifetime in solving human rights
abuse, and least so about reducing war and conflict.
However, the survey also indicates that significant pro-
portions of youth (between one-quarter and one-half)
hold pessimistic views about the future prospects for
any of these global issues. Moreover, those who very
closely follow global issues are more pessimistic about
the prospects for hunger and famine in the developing
world, terrorism, and war and conflict.

It is also notable that, despite stereotypes about there
being a major “generation gap” in attitudes towards
global issues, Canadian adults and youth hold very
similar views on these issues. There is some evidence
that, as people get older, they inform themselves more
about public and international affairs in general. How-
ever, there are very few real differences in underlying
values between youth and older generations when it
comes to these issues.

Key findings
Awareness and concern about global issues

Most youth express concern about a range of world
issues, most notably environmental pollution, the
spread of HIV/AIDS and famine in the developing
world. Concern is noticeably higher among women
and among francophones.

Two-thirds of youth claim to follow global issues in the
news at some level and within this there is a core of
about one in six who follow global issues very closely.
As youth get older and into adulthood, they tend to
follow global issues more closely. The profile of youth
who most closely follow global issues tends to be urban
and from more affluent households.

Canadian youth remain relatively optimistic that major
progress will be made in their lifetimes in solving major
global issues. They are most optimistic about progress
on human rights abuses and on stopping the spread of
HIV/AIDS. They are less optimistic about terrorism
and war and conflict.

Sources of information

The main sources of information about global issues
are first and foremost television news, followed by
newspapers and by the Internet. It is notable that
youth who follow global issues most closely are more
likely to be getting their information from newspapers
and the Internet sites — chiefly television news and
newspaper websites.

Youth tend to regard teachers, parents, and films and
television as all being important sources of informa-
tion. Famous people who have spoken out on issues are
much less likely to be regarded as important sources
on these issues. At the same time, famous people may
be important when it comes to raising awareness of
various global issues — even if they are not regarded as
information sources.

Most Canadian youth are learning about world issues in
school, but for the most part this appears to be largely
traditional topics such as wars and lack of peace, that
are taught in the context of any history class. Less atten-
tion is apparently being devoted to more contemporary
world issues such as global inequities, human rights,
the HIV/AIDS pandemic, terrorism and environmental
sustainability.
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War and conflict

Youth are relatively pessimistic when it comes to war
and conflict in the world. They tend to think that the
level of conflict in the world is getting worse and this
sentiment is particularly strong among those who fol-
low global issues most closely. There is also a strong
consensus that civilians in conflict zones are suffering
much more than are soldiers doing the fighting.

At the same time, youth do not accept the notion that
war and conflict are inevitable or even ever necessary.
The vast majority believe that there is always a way
(or must be a way) to solve disputes without resorting
to violent conflict.

Hunger and famine

Youth are also very concerned about the problem of
famine and hunger in the world, but they are also
relatively optimistic that major progress will be made
to address the problem. While many think hunger is
a problem that is worsening, the majority believe it is
getting no worse or is even getting better.

Environmental issues

Overall concern about the environment is high among
youth, although somewhat less so than among adults.
However, most youth are also relatively optimistic that
progress on the environment will be made in their life-
times. To the extent that Canadian youth are concerned
about the environment, their focus is on air pollution,
and global warming and climate change.

For the most part, youth regard industry as being the
greatest threat to the environment because it produces
chemicals and waste. But many feel that, in fact, the
greatest threat to the environment comes instead from
consumers who demand products and expect a certain
lifestyle.

HIV/AIDS

There is widespread concern about HIV/AIDS among
Canadian youth. They overwhelmingly believe that not
enough is being done to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS
in the world, largely because governments do not re-
gard this as a priority, and to a lesser extent because of
the high costs of treatment and prevention.

Developing world debt

Most youth claim to know something about the issue
of debts owed by developing countries, but only one in
ten claim to be truly knowledgeable about this issue.
There is little consensus as to the main causes of this
problem. A plurality see it as being caused by corrupt
governments in the developing world, but many also
believe it results from the weak economies of develop-
ing countries.

Terrorism concerns

About half of Canadian youth express a great deal of
concern about the possibility of terrorist attack on
Canada and almost as many consider an attack to be
likely within the next two years. This concern corre-
lates strongly with the belief that the level of war and
conflict in the world is getting worse.

Despite this concern, most youth are satisfied with the
Canadian government’s response to terrorism in the
form of new laws and heightened security measures,
although a significant minority consider these measures
to be too weak. Despite recent controversy about some
security measures going too far and leading to abuses,
fewer than one in ten youth express such concerns.

Human rights

Most youth can name at least one country where they
think that human rights abuses are taking place. The
most commonly identified countries are China, Iraq
and Afghanistan. While relatively few mention Canada
(or the United States) as examples of countries where
human rights abuses are taking place, a large major-
ity of youth acknowledge that human rights abuses
sometimes or often take place in Canada.

Racial minorities are most widely identified as the
groups most likely to be victimized by human rights
abuses in Canada, followed by cultural minorities, gays
and lesbians, and women. Notably, one in ten say that
teens and youth themselves are most likely to experi-
ence human rights abuses.

One-quarter of youth in Canada report that their hu-
man rights, or those of someone they know, have been
violated. Youth would most likely turn to the police in
such situations, and to a lesser extent to their parents.
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Canadian youth are divided as to whether multi-na-
tional corporations play a positive or negative role in
promoting human rights and democracy in the world
today. As youth get older and follow global issues more
closely, they tend to view the role of corporations more
negatively.

UN human rights treaties

Most youth are unfamiliar with any of the major UN
international human rights treaties. At the same time,
however, a large majority believe such treaties make
some difference in protecting human rights around the
world, and they overwhelmingly support their adop-
tion by Canada.

NGOs

About one-half of youth are able to identify at least
one NGO active in addressing global issues, the most
commonly known being the Red Cross and UNICEE.
The vast majority believe these organizations have at
least some impact on the problems they are addressing.
It is notable that about half of youth cannot name any
NGO:s at all.

Impact of youth action

Almost all Canadian youth — especially those who fol-
low global issues closely — believe that young people
can make a difference in making the world a better
place to live. However, this view is tempered by the
fact that most youth also believe that decision-mak-
ers do not take young people’s views on world issues
seriously.

Just over two-thirds report having donated their time
or money to a cause or charity within the past year.
Helping or making a difference is identified as the main
motivation for such efforts.

Canada-U.S. relations

Canadian youth express ambivalent feelings about

the United States. On the other hand, half also think
Canada should be doing more to develop a separate
cultural identity from the Americans. Youth in Quebec

are noticeably less likely to want close relations with
the U.S.

By almost a six-to-one margin, youth also prefer that
Canada work more closely with the UN rather than
with the U.S. in working to resolve global problems.

Canada’s role in the world

Peacekeeping, and to a lesser extent foreign aid, are
seen as Canada’s most positive contributions to the
world. This high ranking of peacekeeping is consistent
with the strong support for working more closely with
the UN than with the U.S.

Similarly, when youth are asked in what area Canada
can best take a leadership role in the world — peace-
keeping is the clear winner. Smaller proportions name
environmental protection, and promotion of democ-
racy and human rights. The image of Canada as an
international peacekeeper may have attained an almost
iconic significance.

Just over half of youth think Canada’s military is cur-
rently too small, compared with very few who think
it is too big. This finding is consistent with the strong
identification of Canada with peacekeeping.

When youth are asked to rate how good a job Canada
is doing in responding to a variety of global issues, it is
clear that they distinguish between some issues where
Canada is seen to be responding very well, such as
peacekeeping, the response to the Asian tsunami and
to a lesser extent promoting human rights; and other
issues where Canada gets rated more poorly such as
debt relief, HIV/AIDS in Africa and the crisis in Sudan’s
Darfur region.

More than half of youth think the federal government
should spend more on aid to poorer countries. This
view is particularly strong among younger people and

Canada’s relations with the United States. On the one women.
hand, the vast majority think it is in the best interests
of Canada to have at least somewhat close relations with
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Youth compared to adult attitudes

For the most part, the views and attitudes of Canadian
youth on global issues do not differ very much from
the views of adult Canadians 25 years of age and over.
The few significant differences can be summarized as
follows:

Adults are more concerned about the environment
than youth, but they are somewhat less concerned
about HIV/AIDS.

Adults are almost twice as likely as youth to claim to
follow global issues very closely. But they are much less
likely than youth to be citing the Internet as a source
of information.

Adults are more familiar than youth with the problem
of debts owed by developing countries, but they are also
more likely to believe that the problem is largely caused
by corrupt governments in the developing world.

Adults are more likely to feel that Canadian govern-
ment measures to combat terrorism are too weak.

To the extent that adults think that there are human
rights abuses in Canada, they are more likely than
youth to think of Aboriginal peoples as being likely
victims of such abuse. If adults were themselves the
victim of a human rights abuse, they would be more
likely to go to a lawyer or the Human Rights Com-
mission for help.

Most adults have heard of the UN Declaration on the
Rights of the Child, but they are also more sceptical
than youth about whether these international treaties
actually have any impact.

Adults are less likely than youth to think that corpo-
rations play a positive role in advancing the cause of
human rights in the world.

Adults are even more likely than youth to regard
peacekeeping as Canada’s most important contribu-
tion to the world and to think that Canada’s military
is too small.

Adults are less optimistic than youth about the chances
of progress in their lifetime on major global issues.
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GLOBAL IssUES IN (GENERAL

World issues learned in school

Youth are most likely to identify war and peace, or
world bunger and poverty as world issues they learned
about in school.

Youth were asked, without prompting, to name any
world issues that they learned about in school.

Canadian youth are most likely to identify wat/lack of
peace/territorial disputes (33%) as an issue that they
learned about in school. Smaller proportions identify
starvation, world hunger or poverty (20%), terrorism
(15%), environment, pollution or global warming
(11%), and diseases such as AIDS (5%). Other issues
are mentioned, but none by more than four percent
of respondents. One-quarter (25%) of youth say that
they either did not learn about any world issues at all
in school (12%) or have no opinion (13%).

Response to this question varies little across regional
and demographic cohorts. However, mention of war
or lack of peace is higher among youth in Quebec and
those from more affluent households. It is also higher
among youth who very closely follow global issues. The
issue of terrorism is also more likely to be identified
by youth in Quebec. Youth from English Canada and
those who are no longer in school are most like to say
that they have not learned about any global issues at
all in school.

World issues learned about in school

War/lack of peace/
territorial disputes

Starvation/world
hunger/poverty

Terrorism

Environment/pollution/
global warming

Disease/AIDS

Economy/recession/
unemployment

Politics

4

Natural disasters/
tsunami

Other 21

No, did not learn about
any world issues

Don’t know/no answer 13

0Q.la

Can you think of any world issues that you learned about in
school? {If yes: Which ones were they? }
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Concern about specific global issues

Large majorities of youth express concern about each
of six global issues.

In this question, youth were read a list of six global
issues and asked about their degree of concern about
each issue.

Large majorities of more than eight in ten youth are at
least “somewhat” concerned about each of the global
issues surveyed. Looking at those who express strong
concern about these issues, there is slightly greater con-
cern for the spread of HIV/AIDS (59% very concerned),
environmental pollution (59%), and hunger and famine
in the developing world (58%). But one-half are also
very concerned about war and conflict (53%), human
rights issues (53%) and terrorism (51%).

Strong concern about all of these six global issues
is significantly higher among young women than it
is among young men. This gap is most pronounced
when it comes to levels of concern over the spread of
HIV/AIDS, where young women are 17 points more
likely to be very concerned than are young men. Not
surprisingly, strong concern about all these issues is
also higher among youth who very closely follow
global issues.

Strong concern for most of these global issues is also
higher among youth in Quebec than among those in
English Canada. This is particularly notable in the cases
of concern levels over human rights and environmental
pollution.

Comparisons between the levels of concern among Ca-
nadian youth and concern among adults aged 25 and
older indicate some significant differences. Youth are
more likely than adults to be very concerned about the
spread of HIV/AIDS (59% versus 51%), while adults
are more inclined to be very concerned about environ-
mental pollution (67% versus 59%).

Concern about world issues

Environmental pollution 31 10
Spread of HIV/AIDS 31 10
ity &

War and conflict 36 10
Human rights 36 10

Terrorism 34 15

W Very concerned Not very/not at all concerned

Somewhat concerned

Very concerned about world issues
By gender

Spread of HIV/AIDS

Environmental pollution

Hunger/famine in
developing world

War and conflict
Human rights

Terrorism

Young men I Young women

0.2
I am going to read you a list of global issues. For each please tell
me whether this is an issue about which you are very, somewhat,
not very or not at all concerned ...?
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Follow global issues

Two-thirds of Canadian youth report following global
issues at least somewhbat closely.

To what extent do youth keep abreast of world issues?
To get a measure of this, youth were asked how closely
they follow global issues in the news these days.

Two-thirds report that they very (15%) or somewhat
(53%) closely following these issues. A significant
minority of one-third say they follow these issues not
very much (27%) or not at all (5%).

We have noted throughout this report that those who
describe themselves as following global issues “very
closely” often differ from other youth in their attitudes
towards global issues. In general, as young Canadians
get older, they begin to follow global issues more and
more closely. Older youth aged 21-24, those in uni-
versity, those living in larger communities, and those
from the most affluent households are more likely to
very closely follow global issues. It is clear that among
teenagers between 15 and 17, who are still in high
school, following global issues very closely is still rela-
tively uncommon.

This question also reveals a significant difference be-
tween the views of youth and adults. Adults are almost
twice as likely as youth to report following global issues
very closely (27% versus 15%). Given that older youth
tend to follow global issues more closely than younger
youth, this would appear to show a pattern whereby
Canadians develop more and more interest in global
issues as they age.

Follow global issues in news
By age

B Very closely [ Not very much
I Somewhat closely Not at all
0.3
How closely would you say you follow global issues in the news

these days? Would you say you do so very closely, somewhat
closely, not very much, or not at all?
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Sources of information on global issues
Most likely source of information

Television news is identified by youth as the most likely
source of information on global issues, but considerable
proportions also cite newspapers and the Internet.

In this question, youth who follow global issues at some
level were asked where they are most likely to get their
information about these issues.

Television news (75%) is identified by youth who fol-
low global issues at all as a likely source of information
about global issues. Considerable proportions also turn
to newspapers (51%) and the Internet (39%). Fewer
cite radio news (14%), friends and family (13%), or
classes in school (8%). Other sources of information
are mentioned, but none by more than four percent
of youth.

Television news is the most likely source of information
on global issues among all regional and demographic
cohorts, but it is more likely to be mentioned by youth
with less education.

Newspapers are more often mentioned as the most
likely source of information among youth aged 18 to
24, those with more education and from more affluent
households, and those living in larger communities.
Youth in Quebec are a lot less likely than those in
English Canada to turn to newspapers for information
about global issues (37% versus 55%). Newspapers are
also more likely to be identified as a likely information
source by youth who follow global issues very closely.

Mention of the Internet as a source is higher among
young men than it is among young women. It is also
mentioned more by those with higher education and
those who were born outside Canada. The Internet is
also more likely to be an information source for youth
who follow global issues very closely.

The one significant difference between youth and
adults in terms of likely sources of information is in
use of the Internet to access information about global
issues. Youth are far more likely to be using the Internet
as a source (39% versus 24%).

Sources of information about global issues

Television news
Newspapers

Internet/websites

Radio news

Friends/family
Classes in school
Magazines il

Other |4

0.4

Where are you most likely to get your information about global
issues? Anywhere else?

Subsample: Those who follow global issues very closely, somewbat
closely or not very closely in the news
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Use of Internet

Most youth do use the Internet to access information
about global issues. They tend to visit television news
and newspaper websites, and Google or other search
engines.

Youth who follow global issues at all and did not men-
tion using the Internet, top-of-mind, as a likely source
of information on global issues were asked if they ever
use the Internet to access this information. One-third
(32%) of this group report using the Internet to access
this information.

Youth who report using the Internet to access infor-
mation on global issues were then asked what types of
Internet sites they have gone to for this information.

The most commonly identified Internet sites are
television news websites (35%), Google or search en-
gines (33%), or newspaper websites (25%). A smaller
proportion mention MSN (10%). Other more specific
Internet sites are mentioned, but none by more than
four percent.

Television news websites are more likely to be identified
by young men, older youth, and anglophones. They are
also more likely to be mentioned by those who follow
global issues very closely.

Google or other search engines are more likely to be
mentioned by younger youth aged 15 to 17, and those
who do not follow global issues very much.

Newspaper websites are more often identified by older
youth, francophones, and those who follow global is-
sues very closely.

Look up global issues on Internet

68

M Yes
No

0.5

Do you ever look up information on global issues on the Internet?
Subsample: Those who do not follow global issues at all in the
news, or who did not mention the Internet at Q.4

Types of Internet sites accessed for
information on global issues

TV news websites
Google/search engines|
Newspaper websites

MSN

Newsgroups/
discussion boards

NGO websites
Other 24

Don’t know/no answer| 6

0.6

What types of Internet sites have you gone to for information on
global issues?

Subsample: Those who look up information on global issues on the
Internet
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Importance of sources of information

Youth identify teachers, parents and films and televi-
sion as their most important sources of information on
global issues. Of least importance are famous people
who have spoken out on these issues.

To get a better understanding of personal sources of
information on global issues, youth were asked the
importance of specific sources of information for them
personally in terms of learning about global issues.

Three-quarters of youth say teachers, parents, and films
and television (75% each) are each at least somewhat
important sources of information in terms of learning
about global issues. Six in ten (60%) say friends play
an important role in learning about these issues. Far
fewer (39%) see famous people who have spoken out
on these issues as an important resource. This despite
the publicity that has recently surrounded attempts
by some famous people to draw attention to various
global issues. It may be that famous people help to
raise the profile of global issues — but are not regarded
as information sources.

Looking at the proportions who say these sources are
very important in their learning about global issues,
we find the same ranking as that found for overall
importance. About one-third each say teachers (35%),
parents (34%), and films and television (31%) are very
important sources of information on global issues. Two
in ten (20%) say the same about friends, and only one
in ten (10%) rank famous people as a very important
source of information.

Importance of information sources

Teachers 15 8

Parents 18 7

Friends % 14

Fa?poouks(er? %%;:Ignwigcs)urgasve 32 29

B Very important Not very important

B Somewhat important Not at all important

Q.7

How important would you say each of the following have been
as sources of information for you personally, in terms of learning
about global issues? Starting with ... , has this source been very,
somewhat, not very or not at all important?
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Youth aged 15 to 17 are more likely than older youth
to say teachers and parents are very important sources
of information on global issues, while those aged 21 to
24 are more likely than their younger counterparts to
mention friends as a very important resource.

Youth from the most affluent households are more
likely than others to say films and television are very
important sources of information on global issues.

The least educated youth and those born outside
Canada are somewhat more likely than others to see
famous people as a very important source of informa-
tion on these issues. This again may be indicative of
how famous people may be key in raising awareness
of issues, even if they are not seen as sources of infor-
mation.

Youth who follow global issues very closely are more
likely than others to say most of these sources are very
important in learning about these issues.

Adults do not differ greatly from youth in terms of
how they rate the importance of these sources of
information. It should be noted that almost half of
adults regard their children as a very or somewhat
important source of information about global issues,
with one in five (19%) describing their children as a
very important source.

Very important information sources
By age

40
Teachers 32
38
Parents 32
30
Films/TV 32
17
Friends 17
T 15t0 17
Famous people who have 813 181020
spoken out on issues m m
211024

Q.7

How important wonld you say each of the following have been
as sources of information for you personally, in terms of learning
about global issues? Starting with ... , has this source been very,
somewhat, not very or not at all important?
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SpEcCIFIC GLOBAL ISSUES

In this section of the report, we look at youth atti-
tudes towards specific global issues, such as war and
conflict, hunger and famine, the environment, HIV/
AIDS, developing world debt, terrorism and human
rights abuses.

War and conflict
Perception of war and conflict in the world

Six in ten youth think the level of war and conflict
in the world is getting worse. Very few think it is get-
ting better.

There are more than 30 wars in the world today and
many of them are civil wars.

An overwhelming proportion of youth express at least
some concern about the issue of war and conflict, in-
cluding just over one-half who express strong concern,
and most hold negative perceptions as to the current
level of war and conflict in the world. However, youth
are divided as to whether major progress will be made
in their lifetime to solve this global issue.

In terms of their perceptions about current conditions,
six in ten (58%) youth believe the level of war and
conflict in the world is getting worse. About one-third
(35%) think it is staying the same, while few (6%)
believe it is getting better.

Majorities in most regions think the level of war and
conflict in the world is getting worse, but British Co-
lumbian youth are divided as to whether it is getting
worse or staying about the same (47% and 45%).

The perception that the level of war and conflict in the
world is getting worse is higher among youth who were
born outside of Canada than among those who were
born in Canada (69% versus 56%). It is also higher
among those who most closely follow global issues.

Level of war and conflict in the world

6

Getting Staying Getting
worse the same better

Level of war and conflict in the world
i getting worse
By degree to which follow global issues

51
Very Somewhat  Not very/not
closely closely atall closely
0.8

Do you think the level of war and conflict in the world is getting
worse, getting better, or staying about the same?
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Who suffers more from today’s wars and conflicts?

By an eight-to-one margin, youth think civilians living
in conflict zones rather than soldiers doing the fight-
ing are the ones who suffer more from today’s wars
and conflicts.

Wars and conflicts have an impact on the soldiers who
are doing the fighting, as well as civilians who live in
the conflict zones. The difference between today’s wars
and those of the past are that a large majority — up to
90 percent — of those killed are civilians, rather than
soldiers.

The survey finds that youth are aware of this situation.
By an eight-to-one margin, youth think civilians who
are living in the conflict zones suffer more than soldiers
who are doing the fighting (80% to 10%). One in
ten (10%) reject these options, responding that both
groups suffer equally.

The perception that civilians rather than soldiers suffer
more from today’s wars and conflicts is the consensus
across all regional and demographic cohorts.

Suffers more from today’s wars and conflicts

10

Civilians in -~ Soldiers doing  Both equally
conflict zone  the fighting

0.9

Who do you think suffers more from today’s wars and conflicts:
soldiers who are doing the fighting or civilians who are living in
the conflict zones?

Using war and conflict to resolve disputes

The vast majority of youth believe that there is always
a way to solve disputes without having to resort to
violent conflict.

Some people believe that disputes can be resolved with-
out resorting to violent conflict, but others believe that,
in some cases, violent conflict is the only way to resolve
disputes. To assess youth’s attitudes on this issue, they
were presented with these two points of view and asked
which is closer to their own.

By a margin of three-to-one, youth take the view that
there is always a way to solve disputes without having
to resort to violent conflict (73%) as opposed to the
view that, in some cases, violent conflict is the only
way to resolve disputes (25%).

The position that disputes can be resolved without
resorting to violent conflict is widespread across all
regional and demographic cohorts, but is stronger
among young women than among young men (83%

versus 63%).

In contrast, young men are twice as likely as young
women to believe that in some cases violent conflict
is the only way to resolve disputes (34% versus 16%).
This view is also higher among anglophone (28%) than
among francophone youth (15%).

Views on war and conflict
By gender

63

25
16

Total Young men  Young women

M Always a way to solve disputes without resorting to violent conflict

Sometimes violent conflict is only way to resolve disputes

0.10

Which one of the following two views about war and conflict
15 closest to your own: There is always a way to solve disputes
without having to resort to violent conflict ... In some cases,
violent conflict is the only way to resolve disputes?
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Later in the survey, youth were asked about whether
they thought the Canadian Forces ought to be bigger,
smaller or the same size. Not surprisingly, the belief
that violent conflict is sometimes the only way to re-
solve disputes is greater among youth who think the
current size of Canada’s military is too small.

Hunger and famine
Perception of hunger and famine in the world

Youth are divided as to whether the problem of bunger
and famine in the world is getting worse or staying
about the same.

In 2000, the United Nations adopted the Millennium
Development Goals MDG), consisting of eight goals
to be achieved by 2015, one of which is to halve poverty
in the world. A report released by the United Nations
in June 2005 assessing the MDG stated that rates of
poor and hungry people in Africa are on the rise. The
report went on to say that, despite deepening poverty

Problem of hunger and famine in the world
By age

Total 42 13
151017 % 19
1810 20 50 10
211024 40 10

M Getting worse Getting better
Staying the same
Q.11

Do you think the problem of hunger and famine in the world is
getting worse, getting better, or staying about the same?

in Africa, the world as a whole might still meet the goal
of cutting poverty in half, mainly because of progress
in India, China and other Asian countries.

As was noted earlier, the survey finds that an over-
whelming proportion of youth express at least some
concern about hunger and famine in the developing
world, including six in ten who express strong concern,
but they are divided on whether famine and hunger in
the world is worsening or remaining stable. However,
most are optimistic that major progress can be made
on this issue in their lifetime.

When asked to assess the current situation of the
problem of hunger and famine in the world, youth
are divided as to whether it is getting worse (43%) or
staying about the same (42%). Only 13 percent think
the problem is getting better.

Although, nationally, youth are divided on this ques-
tion, opinion on this question varies somewhat across
the regions. Youth in Ontario are more likely to think
the problem of hunger and famine in the world is get-
ting worse, while youth in British Columbia are less
likely to think its getting worse

There are also variations in response according to
age. The youngest (15 to 17 years) and oldest (21 to
24 years) youth cohorts are more likely to think the
problem of hunger and famine in the world is getting
worse.

Another factor that drives response to this question is
the degree to which youth follow global issues. The
more youth report that they follow global issues closely,
the more likely they are to think that the problem of
hunger and famine in the world is getting worse.
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Environment
Most important global environmental issue

Air pollution and global warming/climate change
are seen as the top environmental issues facing the
world today.

The survey finds that an overwhelming proportion of
youth express at least some concern about environmen-
tal pollution, including six in ten who express strong
concern. But when asked about the future, most are
optimistic that there will be major progress on this
issue in their lifetime.

To assess what are the global environmental issues of
greatest concern to youth, respondents were asked to
identify the most important environmental issue facing
the world today (asked unprompted, without offering
response choices). About one-quarter of youth iden-
tify air pollution (27%), or global warming/climate
change (24%). Smaller proportions cite ozone deple-
tion (7%), water pollution (6%), industrial pollution
(5%) and forest loss/clear cutting (5%). Other issues
are identified, but none by more than three percent of
youth. The recent publicity about climate change and
the controversies about the Kyoto Accord have played
a role in raising the profile of climate change as an
environmental issue.

Identification of air pollution as the most important
environmental issue is higher among francophones,
youth who are out of school and among youth who
have never travelled outside of Canada.

The view that global warming/climate change is the
most important environmental issue is more prevalent
among youth who are still in school as well among
youth who have travelled to Europe.

Most important environmental issue
in world today

Air pollution

Global warming/
climate change

0zone depletion
Water pollution

Industrial pollution

Forest loss/
clear cutting
Municipal garbage/
landfills

Other 15

Don’t know/no answer| 9

0.12

Let me now ask you about the environment. In your view, what
is the most important environmental issue we face in the world
today?
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Industry versus consumers as greatest threat

Youth are somewhbat more inclined to see industry
rather than consumers as the greatest threat to the
environment.

The environment is impacted on by both the activities
of industry in the production of goods and services, and
the consumption of these commodities by individual
consumers. Which of these activities are seen as the
greatest threat to the environment?

Youth are somewhat more inclined to see industry
rather than consumers as the greater threat to the en-
vironment. One-half (51%) of youth subscribe to the
view that the greatest threat to our environment comes
from industry, which produces chemicals and waste
that threaten our air, water and soil. A smaller pro-
portion (38%) believe instead that the greatest threat
comes from consumers, who buy, use and dispose of
the products that industry provides, driven by certain
lifestyle expectations. One in ten (11%) insist that both
industry and consumers are equally responsible for the
problems affecting the environment.

Views on whether industry or consumers are the great-
est threat to the environment vary somewhat across
the regions. A majority of youth in Ontario think in-
dustry poses the greatest threat to the environment.
A plurality of Quebec youth also agree with this view,
but are more than twice as likely than average to see
both industry and consumers as equal threats. Youth
living in Alberta and British Columbia are divided on
the issue.

Greatest threat to environment

By country of birth
Bornin Canada 40 11
Canada 2 8
M ndustry Consumers Both equally

Q.13

Some people say the greatest threat to our environment comes from
industry, which produces chemicals and waste that threaten our
air, water and soil. Other people say the greatest threat to our
environment comes from consumers, who buy, use and dispose of
the products that industry produces, and have certain lifestyle
expectations. Which of these views is closer to your own?

Country of birth is a major factor in views on this ques-
tion. Youth who were born outside of Canada are far
more likely than those who were born in Canada to
see industry as the greatest threat to the environment
(64% versus 48%). In contrast, youth who were born
in Canada are far more inclined than those who were
born outside of Canada to think consumers pose the
greatest threat (40% versus 26%).
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HIV/AIDS
Efforts to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS

Seven in ten youth think governments and other orga-
nizations are not putting enough effort into stopping
the spread of HIV/AIDS around the world. They
believe this is because the issue is not considered a
priority or is too expensive to deal with.

According to statistics from the United Nations, close
to 40 million people are living with HIV and close
to five million were newly infected with HIV in the
past year.

As mentioned earlier, the survey finds that an over-
whelming majority of youth express at least some
concern about the spread of HIV/AIDS, including six
in ten who are very concerned. Most have negative
perceptions on current efforts by governments and
other organizations to stop the spread of this disease.
At the same time, most are also optimistic that major
progress will be made to solve this problem within
their lifetime.

When youth are asked to assess current efforts of
governments and other organizations in stopping the
spread of HIV/AIDS around the world, the findings
indicate that youth are not very positive. Seven in ten
(71%) think there is not enough effort on stopping the
spread of this disease. One-quarter (25%) think there
is about the right amount of effort on stopping the
spread of HIV/AIDS, while almost none (2%) think
too much effort is being made on this front.

There is a consensus across all regional and demo-
graphic cohorts that not enough effort is being made
to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS, but this view is most
prevalent among anglophone youth (75%) and those
who were born in Canada (72%). Those who follow
global issues more closely are also more likely to agree
with this view.

Efforts to stop spread of HIV/AIDS

2

Not enough  About right ~ Too much

Q.14

Turning now to the issue of HIV/AIDS, do you think that
governments and other organizations ave putting too much, not
enough, or about the right amount of effort into stopping the
spread of this disease around the world?
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Those who think not enough effort is being made to
stop the spread of HIV/AIDS were asked what they
believe are the main reasons for this lack of action.

The reasons most commonly identified for the lack of
action are that the issue is not considered enough of
a priority (22%), or the cost is too high or countries
cannot afford it (19%). Smaller proportions identify
governments not caring about the problem (13%),
ignorance (10%), no priority given to helping Africa
or poor developing countries (7%), lack of money or
funding (6%), and lack of education or understanding
of the problem (6%). Other reasons are mentioned, but
none by more than four percent of youth. Only one
percent of youth identify moral or religious atticudes
towards sex as being the reason for inaction.

Residents of Quebec differ somewhat from those in
other parts of the country as to the reasons for inaction
on stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS. Quebecers are
somewhat more likely to mention the cost being too
high and governments not caring about the problem,
but are less inclined to mention that the issue is not
considered enough of a priority.

Young men are more likely than young women to men-
tion the cost being too high (24% versus 14%), while
women are more likely than men to cite ignorance

(13% versus 7%).

Youth who were born in Canada are more likely to
say the issue of HIV/AIDS is not considered enough
of a priority (23%), while youth who were not born in
Canada are more likely to cite ignorance (18%).

Main reason for lack of action

Not enough of priority

Cost too high/
countries can't afford

Gov'ts don’t care

Ignorance

No priority to helping
Africa/poor countries

Lack of money/funding

Lack of education/
understanding

No responsibility/
control over the disease

No cure/lack of research
Other

Don’t know/no answer

.15

What do you believe to be the main veason why more is not being
done to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS?

Subsample: Those who think that governments and organizations
are not putting enough effort into stopping the spread of HIV/
AIDS around the world, or who said “depends”
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Developing world debt
Familiarity with developing world debt

A majority of youth claim to have some familiarity
with the issue of developing world debt, but very few
are very familiar with this issue.

In June 2005, the G8 finance ministers agreed to can-
cel $40 billion (U.S.) in foreign debt owed by some of
the world’s poorest nations. Eighteen countries im-
mediately benefited from the decision, with others to
follow later. Although anti-poverty groups felt that
this was a positive step, they felt that major issues on
debt relief were left unresolved, including damaging
economic conditions attached to debt relief, indebted
countries not included in the deal and debts that were
not covered by the deal.

When youth are told that many poor, developing
countries owe hundreds of millions of dollars in loans
provided by other governments and world organiza-
tions, just over one-half (53%) report being very or
somewhat familiar about this issue. The proportion
who say they are “not at all familiar” (20%) with this
issue outweighs that who say they are “very familiar”

(13%).

Reported familiarity with the issue of developing world
debt is lower than average among youth in Quebec
(39% versus 53% nationally).

Reported familiarity is somewhat higher among young
men (58%) than among young women (49%). It is also
higher among youth aged 21 to 24 and those living in
larger communities.

Reported familiarity is higher among youth born out-
side of Canada (62%). It is also higher among those
who have travelled to Europe, Latin America and other
countries (not including the U.S.).

Reported familiarity is also higher among youth who
follow global issues more closely, particularly those who
follow these issues very closely.

Familiarity with issue of debts owed by
developing countries
By age

W Very familiar [71 Not very familiar

I Somewhat familiar Not at all familiar

By degree to which follow global issues

Somewhat
closely

atall closely 36 34
[0 Not very familiar
Not at all familiar

vy o | Y ¢
B s s

W Very familiar
I Somewhat familiar

Q.16

Many poor, developing countries owe hundreds of millions of
dollars in loans provided by other governments and world
organizations. Would you say you are very, somewhat, not very or
not at all familiar with this issue?

Adults are far more likely than youth to report familiar-
ity with the issue of developing world debt (69% versus
53%) and 20 percent say they are very familiar.
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Main cause of poverty and debt in developing world

Corrupt governments in poor developing countries
and weak developing world economies are most often
mentioned as the main reasons for massive poverty
and debt in poor developing countries. One-quarter
are unable to identify a reason for this problem.

Youth were asked what they believe is the main cause
of the massive poverty and debt owed by poor devel-
oping countries. There is no real consensus as to the
cause of this. The largest proportions identify corrupt
governments in poor developing countries (15%) or
weak, developing economies or economies in poor de-
veloping countries (11%). Other reasons mentioned
include lack of resources or money or help (9%), the
gap between rich and poor countries (8%), countries
borrowed or were lent too much money (6%), conflict
or war (5%), and greed of developed countries or the
rich or exploitation (5%). Other causes are identified,
but none by more than four percent of youth. One-
quarter of youth (26%) have no opinion as to the cause
of developing world debt.

There is very little variation in response to this question
among regional and demographic cohorts, but older
youth and those who very closely follow global issues
are more likely to identify corrupt governments in poor
developing countries.

Adults are almost twice as likely as youth to identify
corrupt governments in poor developing countries as
the main cause of massive poverty and debt owed by
poor, developing countries (27% versus 15%).

Main cause of poverty and debt in poor,
developing countries

—_
(Sa]

Corrupt governments in poor developing countries

Weak developing economies/
economies in poor developing countries

Lack of resources/money/help

Gap between rich and poor countries

Countries borrowed/were lent too much money
Conflict/war

Greed of developed countries/the rich/exploitation
Overpopulation/population issues/no birth control
Lack of education/ignorance

Power of multinational corporations
Mismanagement of funds/aid/resources

Poor government/government mismanagement
Globalization

Other

Don’'t know/no answer

—_
W W W W W wWw A~ O O1 OO O ©O© —

N —
(o3}

0.17
What do you believe is the main cause of the massive poverty and
debt owed by poor, developing countries?
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Terrorism
Perception of terrorist threat to Canada

Just over four in ten youth think it is likely that
Canada will be the victim of a major terrorist attack
within the next two years.

As mentioned earlier, the survey finds that an over-
whelming majority of youth express some concern
about terrorism, including five in ten who are very
concerned, but most are optimistic that major prog-
ress will be made to solve this problem within their
lifetime.

Although concern about terrorism is high, and Canada
has been mentioned on an Al-Qaeda list of countries
that are potential targets, most youth think a major
terrorist attack in Canada is unlikely, though a consid-
erable minority think it is a likely event.

When youth are asked about the likelihood of a terror-
ist attack on Canada, just over four in ten youth believe
it is very (12%) or somewhat (31%) likely that Canada
will be the victim of a major terrorist attack within the
next two years. More than one-half believe this is not

very likely (42%) or not at all likely (13%).

The belief in the likelihood of a major terrorist attack
in Canada is higher among youth born in Canada than
among those born outside of Canada (45% versus 31%).

Canada will be victim of major
terrorist attack within next two years

By country of birth
Total 42 13
oo I 33 2 1
o QI
W Very likely Not very likely

B Somewnhat likely Not at all likely

0.18

Now on the topic of terrorism. Do you think it very likely,
somewhat likely, not very likely or not at all likely that Canada
will be the victim of @ major terrorist attack within the next two
years?

It is also higher among youth who follow global issues
more closely, and among those who think the level of
war and conflict in the world is getting worse.

Perception of Canadian response to terrorism

Two-thirds of youth are satisfied with the Canadian
government’s response to terrorism. More think the
response is too weak than think it is too strong.

Youth were asked to assess the Canadian government’s
response to terrorism, in the form of new laws and
heightened security measures. Two-thirds of youth
(65%) think the response has been about right given
the level of threat involved. Among the remainder, the
proportion who think the response is too weak (24%)
is three times as high as the proportion who think it
is too strong (8%).

Majorities across all regional and demographic cohorts
are satisfied that the Canadian government’s response
to terrorism has been about right and not either too
weak or too strong.

The perception that the Canadian government’s re-
sponse to terrorism has been too weak is higher among
youth in Quebec, those who follow global issues very

Canadian government response to terrorism
By perception of likelihood of terrorist attack on Canada

Total 65 8
Terrorist
attacklikely B 6

Terrorist attack
not likely

72 10

B Tooweak [ About right Too strong

Q.19

Do you think that the Canadian government’s response to
tervorism, in the form of new laws and heightened security
measures, has been too strong, too weak, or about vight, given the
level of threat involved?
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closely, those born in Canada, those who are very
concerned about terrorism and those who think that
a terrorist attack on Canada is likely.

Youth are much more likely than adults to be satisfied
with government’s response to terrorism (65% versus
50%). Adults are much more likely than youth to think
the Canadian government’s response to terrorism has
been too weak (38% versus 24%).

Human rights abuses

Awareness of countries that abuse human rights

Iraq and China are most often mentioned as countries
in which buman rights abuses are taking place. Four
in ten youth are unable to name any country that fits
this description.

When youth are asked about their awareness of any
specific countries in the world in which human rights
abuses are taking place today, the largest proportions
identify Iraq and China. Smaller proportions identify
Afghanistan, Africa in general, Iran, the United States,
India, Asia in general, Arab countries in general, Saudi
Arabia, Sudan, North Korea and Rwanda. Four percent
also mention Canada in this context. Three in ten youth
mention a variety of other countries, but none by more
than three percent. A significant minority say there are
no countries in the world that fit this description (15%)
or are unable to offer an opinion (24%).

Mentions of specific countries do not differ significantly
across regional and demographic cohorts. Those born
outside Canada are more likely to mention China, India
and Pakistan. However, there are variations in ability
to identify a specific country in which human rights
abuses take place. Francophone youth are more likely
than anglophone youth to be able to identify a specific
country in which human rights abuses are taking place
(31% say none or offer no opinion versus 41% among

anglophones). The ability to identify a specific country
that fits this description is higher among those who
have travelled to Europe, Latin America or another
country (not including the U.S.), and those who follow
global issues more closely.

Adults are more likely than youth to be able to identify
a country in which human rights abuses take place
(28% say none or offer no opinion versus 39% among
youth).

Aware of countries where human rights abuses
occurring today

—
~

Iraq

China

Afghanistan

Africa (general)

Iran

United States

India

Asia (other various)
Sudan (Darfur)
Middle East/Arab/Muslim countries
Saudi Arabia

North Korea

Rwanda

Canada

Africa (other various)
Congo

Cuba

Europe (other various)
Pakistan

Russia

South America (other various)
Other

None

Don’t know/no answer

—_
o o

nN
© W W W W W W WA DNDNDNDNDNO O

N —
S~ o

0.20

1 would now like to ask you about human rights. Are you aware
of any specific countries in the world in which human vights
abuses are taking place today? Which ones? Any others?
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Perception of people in Canada experiencing human rights abuses

Two-thirds of youth think people in Canada at least
sometimes experience human rights abuses. Members
of visible minority groups, such as blacks, Asians and
Arabs, are seen to be the groups most likely to be vic-
timized.

When youth are asked about their perceptions of hu-
man rights abuses in Canada, two-thirds think that
people in Canada often (22%) or sometimes (42%)
experience human rights abuses. One-third think
people in Canada rarely (30%) or never (4%) have
this experience.

The perception that people in Canada at least some-
times experience human rights abuses is higher among
youth in Quebec (77%) than among those in English
Canada (60%). It is also higher among young women,
youth living in smaller communities, those born in
Canada and those who have never travelled outside of
Canada and the United States.

It is notable that those who very closely follow global
issues are less likely than others to think that people
in Canada experience human rights abuses.

Those who think that people in Canada often, some-
times or rarely experience human rights abuses were
asked what types of groups or individuals they think
are most likely to experience human rights abuses here
in Canada.

Youth are most likely to identify racial minorities,
such as blacks, Asians, Arabs (42%), as the types of
individuals or groups that are most likely to experi-
ence human rights abuses here in Canada. Smaller
proportions identify cultural minorities (13%), gays
and lesbians (12%), women (12%), children, teens or
youth (11%), poor people (10%), Aboriginals (9%),
immigrants, new immigrants or refugees (8%), and
people with certain religious faiths (7%). Other groups
or individuals are identified, but none by more than
three percent of youth.

Human rights abuses in Canada

By region
42 44
20 34
_—
Often Sometimes Rarely Never
B Total Quebec Rest of Canada
021

Do you think that people in Canada often, sometimes, rarely or
never experience human rights abuses?
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Racial minorities are the most often identified group
across all regional and demographic cohorts, but are
most likely to be mentioned by older youth, anglo-
phones, those living in larger communities and those
who have travelled outside of Canada.

Anglophone youth are also more likely than franco-
phone youth to identify gays and lesbians and Aborigi-
nals, while francophones are more likely to mention
wormen.

Those who follow global issues very closely are more
likely than others to identify cultural minorities, gays
and lesbians, and people with certain religious faiths.

Adults are almost three times as likely as youth to
identify Aboriginals as the group most likely to ex-
perience human rights abuses here in Canada (23%
versus 9%).

Groups or individuals likely to suffer human rights abuses in Canada

By age

TotaL 151017 181020 211024 %ifzt types of groups or
Racial minorities (e.g., blacks, Asians, Arabs) 42 35 42 47 individuals do you think are most
Cultural minorities 13 9 12 17 likely to experience human rights
Gays and lesbians 12 10 11 14 ZWWZ {W ¢ /Z” f‘mﬂdﬂ?

nything else:
Wo,men 12 i 12 12 Subymmpix Those who think
Children/teens/youtf n 14 12 8 that people in Canada experience
Poor people 10 9 10 12 buman rights abuses
Aboriginals 9 6 8 12
Immigrants/new immigrants/refugees 8 8 5 9
People of certain religious faiths 7 4 6 10
People with disabilities 3 4 3 3
The elderly 3 2 3 4
Everyone 3 2 2 4
Other 14 11 13 17
None 2 3 1 3
Don’t know/no answer 1 13 17 6
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Personal experience with human rights violations

One-quarter of youth report their own human rights
or those of someone else they know bhave been violated.
A plurality would go to the police if their rights were
violated.

When youth are asked about their personal experience,
a total of one-quarter report that their own human
rights (4%), those of someone else they know (15%)
or both (7%) have been violated.

Reported personal experience of human rights viola-
tions is higher among young women, youth aged 18 to
24 and those born outside of Canada. It is also higher
among those who follow global issues very closely and
those who think that people in Canada often experience
human rights abuses.

When asked where they would most likely go for help
if their human rights or those of a close friend were be-
ing threatened, the largest proportion (34%) of youth
say they would go to the police. Smaller proportions
mention parents (19%), government officials (10%),
Human Rights Commission (7%), lawyer, legal aid or
court (6%), friends (5%) and organizations or NGOs
that fight for human rights (5%). Other people or or-
ganizations are identified, but none by more than four
percent of youth. A further 17 percent do not know
where they would go for help.

Youth aged 15 to 20 are more likely than those aged
21 to 24 to say they would go to their parents, while
those aged 21 to 24 are more likely than those aged
15 to 20 to say they would go to a lawyer.

Those born in Canada are more likely than those
born outside of Canada to say they would go to their
parents.

Anglophone youth are more likely to say they would go
to the police, while francophones are more likely to say
they would go to the Human Rights Commission, and
organizations or NGOs that fight for human rights.

Youth are somewhat more likely than adults to say
they would go to the police (34% versus 25%), while
adults are more likely than youth to say they would go

Experience with violation of human rights

74

. -
__ .

Yes, self Yes, someone Both self No
| know and other

0.23

Have you ever had an experience in which your own human
rights have been violated, or do you know someone else whose
human rights have been violated?

Source of help for human rights threat
Police

Parents

Government officials

Human Rights Commission

Lawyer/legal aid/court [

Friends

Organizations/NGOs that
fight for human rights

Teacher Wi
Other 13
Don’t know/no answer 17

0.24
Where would you be most likely to go for help if your human
rights, or those of a close friend, were being threatened?

to government officials (20% versus 10%), the Human
Rights Commission (15% versus 7%), or a lawyer or
legal aid or the courts (13% versus 6%).
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United Nations human rights treaties

Most youth bhave not heard of three major UN inter-
national human rights treaties. However, most think
these treaties are at least somewhat effective in pro-
tecting human rights around the world and think it is
important that Canada ratify and adopt them.

There are seven core international human rights trea-
ties. The survey asked youth about their awareness
of three of these treaties — the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child (adopted in 1989), the UN
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (adopted in
1966), and the UN Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (adopted in 1966). Youth were
also asked about the effectiveness of these treaties and
the importance of Canada having ratified or adopted
these treaties.

The survey finds that most youth have not heard of
any of these three treaties, but most believe they are
at least somewhat effective in protecting human rights
around the world, and that Canada should ratify and
adopt these treaties.

One-third (33%) of youth report awareness of the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child; smaller
proportions report awareness of the UN Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (22%), and the
UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (21%).

Reported awareness of all these treaties is higher among
youth who live in communities with 100,000 to 1 mil-
lion inhabitants, those who have travelled to Europe
and those who follow global issues more closely, pat-
ticularly youth who follow these issues very closely.

Reported awareness of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child is higher among youth born
outside of Canada than those born in Canada (43%
versus 32%). It is also higher among youth with more
education.

Youth from the most affluent households are more
likely than others to report awareness of the UN Cov-
enant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Heard of various UN human rights treaties
By age

37
31 31
22| 21 23| 22 20 22 22| 21

Total 151017 181020 211024

I UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
UN Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Heard of various UN human rights treaties
By degree to which follow global issues

38 | 37 36
13 14

Very Somewnhat Not very/not
closely closely at all closely

I UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
UN Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Q.25

Have you heard of any of the following United Nations human
rights treaties ... the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
... the UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ... the UN
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights?

Reported awareness of the UN Convention on Civil
and Political Rights is higher among young men, and
those with more education and from the most affluent

households.

Youth were then informed that these international
treaties were established by the UN and adopted by
some countries (including Canada) and asked about
the effectiveness of these treaties in helping to protect
human rights around the world.
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Seven in ten youth think these treaties are very (10%)
or somewhat (62%) effective in helping to protect hu-
man rights around the world. One-quarter think they
are not very (20%) or not at all (3%) effective.

Among youth, majorities across all regional and de-
mographic cohorts think these UN treaties are at least
somewhat effective in protecting human rights around
the world. However, this view is higher among young
women, those aged 15-20, anglophones, those born
outside Canada, and those in households with incomes
of $40,000 and above.

Youth who report awareness of these specific UN trea-
ties are somewhat more likely to think these treaties
are very effective in helping to protect human rights
around the world. However, interestingly, youth who
follow global issues very closely are less likely to think
these treaties are at least somewhat effective.

Adults are far more likely than youth to report aware-
ness of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(55% versus 33%).

Youth seem to have a more positive view of the ef-
fectiveness of these treaties than do adults. Seven in
ten youth think these treaties are effective in helping
to protect human rights around the world, compared
to six in ten adults. In contrast, 37 percent of adults
say these treaties are not effective compared to just 23
percent of youth.

In another question, youth were asked how important
it is that Canada has formally ratified and adopted these
international treaties on human rights.

Nine in ten believe it is very (61%) or somewhat (30%)
important that Canada has formally ratified and ad-
opted these types of international treaties on human
rights, while only five percent think it is not very or
not at all important.

There is an overwhelming consensus across all re-
gional and demographic cohorts that it is important
that Canada has formally ratified and adopted these
treaties.

Effectiveness of international treaties
on human rights
By age

Total 20 34

151017 20 23

181020 [l Sh 14 45

211024 2535

B Very effective
I Somewhat effective

Not at all effective
Don’t know/no answer

[0 Not very effective
0.27
These are international treaties established by the UN and
adopted by some countries including Canada. How effective do
you think such treaties are in helping to protect human rights
around the world? Would you say they are ...?

Importance that Canada formally ratify and
adopt international treaties on human rights
By age

Total K[ 5(4

|

15t017 £ 63

181020 31 PR

211024 24 143

W Very important [ Not very/not at all important

I Somewhat important Don’t know/no answer

0.26

Do you believe it is very, somewbhat, not very or not at all
important that Canada has formally ratified and adopred these
types of international treaties on human rights?
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Looking at the proportions who think this is very im-
portant, we find that this view is stronger among older
youth and those who follow global issues more closely,
and weaker among those living in rural areas and those
who have not travelled outside of Canada.

Youth who report awareness of these specific UN trea-
ties are somewhat more likely than those who do not to
think that it is very important that Canada has ratified
and adopted these treaties.

Role of multi-nationals in promoting human rights

Youth are divided as to whether multi-national cor-
porations play a positive or negative role in promoting
buman rights and democracy in the world today.

When youth are asked to assess the role of multi-na-
tional corporations in promoting human rights and
democracy in the world, they are divided on the issue.
Four in ten (43%) think multi-nationals play a posi-
tive role in this area, while a similar proportion (45%)
think they play a negative role. These results suggest
that multi-national corporations may have had some
success in positioning themselves as being examples
of corporate social responsibility. Many youth may
have a favourable attitude towards companies that
produce consumer goods that they use, and this gets
extrapolated into a favourable attitude towards the role
of these companies in other areas such as promoting
democracy and human rights.

Opinion on the role of multi-nationals in promoting
human rights and democracy in the world varies across
the country. A majority of youth in Alberta think they
play a positive role, while youth in Ontario and British
Columbia are more divided, and a clear majority of
youth in Quebec think multi-nationals play a negative
role or no role at all in this area.

The view that multi-national corporations play a posi-
tive role in promoting human rights and democracy in
the world is higher among young women, those aged
15-17, those born outside of Canada, those who have
never travelled outside of Canada, and those who do
not follow global issues very much or at all.

The belief that multi-nationals play a negative role
in promoting human rights and democracy is higher
among young men, those aged 21 to 24, those who
have travelled to Europe and Latin America, those in
university, those who mention the Internet as a source
of information on global issues and those who follow
global issues very closely.

Youth are more positive than adults about the role
of multi-nationals in promoting human rights and
democracy (43% say positive role versus 33% among

adults).

Role of multi-nationals in promoting
human rights and democracy in world
By gender and age

Total 4 U133 6

|

voung men | Y 2
Young women 643
151017 48 <22 9
18020 [ s .-
211024 38 [CR43 7
M Positive role No role
B Negative role Don’t know/no answer

Both positive and negative

By country of birth

Canada 55 RE 71 5

M Positive role No role
Don’t know/no answer

I Negative role
Both positive and negative

0.28

Do you think that large multi-national corporations play
a positive or negative vole in promoting human rights and
democracy in the world today?
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Awareness and effectiveness of NGOs

About one-half of youth are able to identify an NGO
active in addressing global issues. Most believe these
organizations are effective in making a difference to
the problems they focus on.

Youth were informed that non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) are independent organizations working
to address different types of problems. They were then
asked to name, without prompting, any NGOs that
are active in addressing global issues, such as war and
conflict, hunger, HIV/AIDS and human rights.

Youth are most likely to mention the Red Cross (17%),
followed by UNICEF (12%). Smaller proportions iden-
tify Greenpeace (8%), Amnesty International (7%),
Doctors without Borders (6%), Oxfam (5%) and World
Vision (4%). Various other NGOs are mentioned, but
none by more than two percent of youth. Just over
one-half either cannot name an NGO (44%) or offer
no opinion (9%). Two percent of youth spontaneously
mention War Child in this context.

Youth in Quebec are more likely than those in English
Canada to identify several NGOs, such as the Red Cross
(25% versus 14%), Oxfam (15% versus 2%) and Doc-
tors without Borders (10% versus 5%). Quebec youth
are also more likely to be able to name an NGO (40%
cannot name any or offer no opinion versus 57% in

English Canada).

Youth with at least some university education are more
likely to identify the Red Cross, Amnesty International
and Doctors without Borders.

NGOs active in addressing global issues

Red Cross
UNICEF
Greenpeace
Amnesty International
Doctors without Borders
Oxfam
World Vision [
Other 13
No/cannot name any 44
0.29
1 would now like to ask you about non-governmental
organizations, or NGOs, which are independent organizations
working to address different types of problems. Can you name
any NGOs that are active in addressing global issues such as

war and conflict, hunger, HIV/AIDS and human rights? Any
others?
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Those who follow global issues very closely are more
likely to identify the Red Cross, UNICEF, Greenpeace,
Amnesty International and Doctors without Borders.
Those who follow global issues very closely are also
more likely to be able to name an NGO, but even
among this group one-third are unable to name an
NGO or offer no opinion.

Adults are somewhat more likely than youth to identify
the Red Cross (26% versus 17%) and Doctors without
Borders (13% versus 6%). Adults are also somewhat
more likely than youth to be able to identify an NGO
active in addressing global issues (44% cannot name
any or offer no opinion versus 53% among youth).

Youth who were able to name an NGO active in
addressing global issues were also asked about the
effectiveness of these organizations in making a real
difference to the problems they focus on.

Among those who name an NGO active in addressing
global issues, nine in ten think that NGOs are very
(33%) or somewhat (56%) effective in making a real
difference in the problems they focus on, while eight
percent think they are not very effective.

Young women are somewhat more likely than young
men to think NGOs are very effective in making a real
difference to the problems they focus on.

Among the small number of youth (N=32) who think
that NGOs are not effective, the most common reasons
given are the lack of resources or money to make a
difference, lack of results, and organizations being too
small or problems being too big or that they do not
have enough power.

Effectiveness of NGOs in solving problems

8
Very Somewhat  Not very/not at
effective effective all effective

Q.30

Do you think that NGOs are very, somewhbat, not very or not at
all effective in making a real difference to the problems they focus
on?

Subsample: Those who could name any NGO that is active in
addressing global issues
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YouTtH AND WORLD ISSUES

Youth’s impact in making the world better

Three-quarters of youth think young people can make a
difference in making the world a better place to live.

When youth are asked how much difference they think
young people can make in making the world a better
place to live, three-quarters think young people can
make a big (49%) or some (26%) difference. Few (9%)
think young people can make little or no difference.

Large majorities across all regional and demographic
cohorts think young people can make a difference in
making the world a better place to live. Looking at the
proportions who think young people can make a big
difference indicates that this view is stronger among
youth aged 18 to 24, those who were born outside of
Canada, those who have travelled to Europe, Latin
America or another area (not including the U.S.), and
those who follow global issues more closely. In other
words, the segments of youth who are most engaged
in global issues are the ones most likely to believe that
they can make a difference.

It is also notable that adults are somewhat more likely
than youth themselves to think that young people can
make a big difference in making the world a better

place (56% versus 49%).

Difference young people can make
in making world a better place
By age

oo [ s
15017 [ 2

M Big difference
B Some difference

Little/no difference
Don’t know/no answer

0.32

How much of a difference do you think young people can make in
making the world a better place to live? A big difference, some
difference, little difference or no difference at all?
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Degree to which youth’s views are taken
seriously

Most youth believe that decision-makers do not take
young people’s views on world issues seriously.

When youth are asked how seriously they believe
young people’s views on issues facing the world are
taken by decision-makers, most are cynical.

Four in ten think that when young people take action
and express their views on issues facing the world, deci-
sion-makers take them very (7%) or somewhat (35%)
seriously. In contrast, just under six in ten are of the
opinion that young people’s views are taken not very
seriously (42%) or not seriously at all (15%).

There are few significant regional or demographic dif-
ferences in response to this question, but those who
think young people can make a difference in making
the world a better place are much more likely to think
decision-makers take young people’s views on world
issues seriously.

Extent to which decision-makers
take youth seriously
By age

Total 42 15
151017 ¥ 1
181020 2 15
2110 24 5 14

W Very seriously Not very seriously

I Somewhat seriously Not seriously at all

Q.33

When young people take action and express their views on issues
Jacing the world, do you think decision-makers take them very
sertously, somewhat seriously, not very seriously or not seriously
at all?

Donating time/money to cause or charity

Just over two-thirds of youth report having donated
their time or money to a cause or charity within the
past year. Helping or making a difference is identified
as the main motivation for such efforts.

To measure youth’s degree of social cause involvement,
they were asked when was the last time, if ever, they
donated their time or money to a cause or charity. Just
over two-thirds (68%) of youth report donating their
time or money within the past year, including one-third
(35%) who report having done this within the past
month. Fifteen percent have engaged in this type of
activity more than a year ago. Only 13 percent report
never having made such efforts.

Reported donation of time or money within the past
month is higher among young women, youth from
more affluent households, anglophones, and those
who have travelled outside of Canada. It is also higher
among youth who follow global issues more closely and
those who think young people can make a big differ-
ence in making the world a better place to live.

Adults are somewhat more likely than youth to report
donating their time or money to a cause or a charity
within the past month (48% versus 35%).

Last time donated time/money
to cause or charity

Past month
Past 2 to 6 months
Past 7 to 12 months

Past 1 to 2 years

More than 2 years ago
Never 13

Don’t know/no answer | 4

Q.34
When was the last time, if ever, that you donated your time or
money 1o a cause or charity?
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Youth who have ever donated time or money to a cause
or charity were asked their main motivation for doing
this. (Respondents were allowed to identify more than
one motivation.)

Among those who have ever donated their time or
money to a cause or charity, the main motivations
identified are varied. The most common reason is to
help or make a difference. Smaller proportions mention
that they were motivated by work, school, friends or
family, to help with specific disease, medical condition,
hospital or research, because it was a good, valid or
worthy cause, to help poor, homeless or hungry people
(9%), because it was their duty, obligation and the
right thing to do, because family members or friends
were affected or they were personally affected, they
wanted to and had the time or money (7%), to help
children, teens or youth, because they were asked to
help, donate, saw on television or heard about it (6%),
or because it feels good to help, or is fun or enjoyable
(5%). Other motivations are identified, but none by
more than three percent of youth.

Those who follow global issues very closely are more
likely than others to identify the need to help or make
a difference.

Main motivation for donating time or money to
a cause

To help/make a difference 17
Helped/donated through/with work/school/friends/family 11

Help with specific disease/medical condition/
hospital/research

Good/valid/worthy cause

Help poor/homeless/hungry

Duty/obligation/right thing to do/values

Family members/friends affected/personally affected
Wanted to/had the time/money

Help children/teens/youth

Was asked to help/donate/saw on TV/heard about it
Feels good to help/fun/enjoyable

The community/community needs
Tsunami/flood/natural disaster

Need for help

Other

Don’'t know/no answer

—_
o o —
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Q.35

What was the main thing that motivated you to donate time or
money to a canuse?

Subsample: Those who have ever donated time or money to a cause
or charity
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CaANADA-U.S. RELATIONS

Preferred Canada-U.S. relations

Almost three-quarters of youth think it is in the best
interests of Canada to have at least somewbat close
relations with the United States.

Youth were asked what should be the preferred direc-
tion of Canada-U.S. relations. Just under three-quarters
think it would be in Canada’s best interests to have
very (25%) or somewhat (47 %) close relations with the
United States. One-quarter think it would be better to
have somewhat (22%) or very (5%) distant relations
with the United States.

Anglophone youth are twice as likely as francophone
youth to think it is in the best interests of Canada to
have very close relations with the United States (28%
versus 13%).

The view that it is in the best interests of Canada to
have very close relations with the United States is
higher among men than among women (31% versus
18%). This view is also higher among those who follow
global issues very closely.

Relations with U.S. that would best serve
Canada’s interests

By region
47 48
27
22 20
5 4
|

Very Somewhat Somewhat Very

close close distant distant
H Total Quebec Rest of Canada
0.36

Do you think it would best serve Canada’s interests if our
rvelations with the U.S. in general were very close, somewhat close,
somewhat distant, or very distant?
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Preferred direction in developing separate cultural identity

One-half of youth think Canada should be doing
more to develop a separate cultural identity from
Americans.

When youth are asked if Canada should be doing more,
less or the same as now to develop a separate cultural
identity from Americans, one-half (52%) think Canada
should be doing more, while four in ten (38%) think it
should be doing the same as now and one in ten (8%)
prefer it do less in this area.

The view that Canada should be doing more to develop
a separate cultural identity from Americans is highest
among youth in Quebec (67%) and lowest among
British Columbian youth (37%), a majority of whom
prefer the status quo.

The view that Canada should be doing more in this area
is higher among youth aged 18 to 24, those in less af-
fluent households, and those born outside of Canada.

Not surprisingly, the view that Canada should be do-
ing more to develop a separate cultural identity from
Americans is also higher among those who think it is
in the best interests of Canada to have distant relations
with the United States. Moreover, even half of those
who think we should have a close relationship with the
U.S. say we should be doing more in this regard. This
would seem to indicate that there is body of opinion
that says that, while Canada should have close and

Actions to develop separate cultural identity
from Americans

By region
1o g
Canada

M Do more Do about the same Do less

Q.37

Do you think Canadians should be doing more, less or the
same as now to develop a separate cultural identity from the
Americans?

cordial relations with the U.S., this should not come at
the expense of preserving a separate cultural identity.

Should Canada work more closely
with U.S. or UN?

By almost a six-to-one margin, youth prefer that
Canada work more closely with the UN rather than
with the U.S. in working to resolve global problems.

When asked whether Canada should work more
closely with the United States or the United Nations
in working to resolve global problems, youth prefer
that Canada work with the United Nations, rather
than the United States by a margin of almost six-to-
one (81% to 14%).

Large majorities across all regional and demographic
cohorts think Canada should work more closely with
the United Nations rather than the United States in
working to resolve global problems.

Not surprisingly, those who think it is in the best
interests of Canada to have distant relations with the
United States are more likely to prefer that Canada
work more closely with the United Nations in trying
to resolve global problems. However, a large major-
ity who think it is better to have close relations with
the United States also prefer that Canada work more
closely with the United Nations.

With whom should Canada work more closely
to resolve global problems?

2 1 2
United  United Both  Neither ~ Don't
Nations  States know/no
answer

Q.38
In working to resolve global problems, do you think Canada
should work more closely with ...?

PAGE 48
THE WAR CHILD CANADA YOUTH OPINION POLL



CANADA’S RoOLE IN THE WORLD

Canada’s most positive contribution to the world

Peacekeeping and foreign aid are seen as Canada’s
most positive contributions to the world.

Youth were asked to identify the most positive con-
tribution that Canada, as a country, makes to the
world (asked unprompted, without offering response
choices).

The survey finds that three in ten youth (29%) name
peacekeeping as Canada’s most positive contribution to
the world. Two in ten mention foreign aid (19%), while
five percent say Canada’s most positive contribution
is immigration or refugees. Fewer than five percent
each mention a number of other contributions and 22
percent offer no opinion.

Views on Canada’s most positive contribution to the
world varies across the country. Youth in Ontario and
Alberta are more likely to identify peacekeeping as
Canada’s most positive contribution, while those in
British Columbia are more inclined to mention foreign
aid, and those in Quebec are divided between these
two contributions.

Youth aged 18 to 24, those living in communities
with fewer than one million inhabitants, those born
in Canada, and those who have travelled to Europe and
Latin America are more likely to mention peacekeeping
as Canada’s most positive contribution to the world.
This view is also higher among those who follow global
issues more closely and those who think that Canada’s
military is too small.

Youth aged 15 to 17, those living in communities
with more than one million inhabitants, those born

Canada’s most positive contribution
to the world

Peacekeeping
Foreign aid
Immigration/refugees

World example/role model

Support human rights/
democracy

Multiculturalism
Other 12
None |3

Don’t know/no answer 22

Q.39
In your opinion, what is the most positive contribution that
Canada, as a country, makes to the world today?

outside of Canada, and those who have never travelled
outside of Canada or have travelled only to the United
States are divided between peacekeeping and foreign
aid. Those who do not follow global issues closely or
at all, and those who think that Canada’s military
is the right size are also divided between these two
contributions.

Adults are more likely than youth to identify peace-
keeping as Canada’s most positive contribution to the

world (37% versus 29%).
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Canada’s response to global issues

Youth give Canada highest ratings for peacekeeping,
the response to the Asian tsunami and promoting
buman rights, and lowest ratings on its response to
HIV/AIDS in Africa and the crisis in Sudan’s Darfur
region.

Youth were asked to assess the job Canada has done on
a number of global issues. Large majorities say Canada
is doing an “excellent” or “good” job in peacekeeping
(83%), the response to the Asian tsunami (78%) and
promoting human rights (74%). Smaller majorities rate
Canada excellent or good on the job it is doing in the
war in Iraq and the war on terrorism (55% each), while
just under half (47 %) say the same about its efforts in
debt relief for poor, developing countries. Youth give
the lowest ratings to Canada’s efforts in the areas of
HIV/AIDS in Africa (37%) and the crisis in Sudan’s
Darfur region (30%).

Positive assessments of Canada’s job in all of these areas
is lower among youth in Quebec than among those
who live in other regions of the country.

Those born outside of Canada and those who follow
global issues more closely are more likely to rate Canada
positively in most of these areas.

Youth are far more positive than adults about Canada’s
efforts in promoting human rights (74% say excellent/
good versus 58% among adults). Youth are also more
positive about efforts on HIV/AIDS in Africa (37%
versus 29%).

Canada’s response to global issues

peaceteeping [ ERNE 130
Asian tsunami 1643
promoting humn righs [[FEEEEEEHN 2152
wariniag [RS8 153
waronterorsm [EFNEE 30 142
developing countries H B 127
Hvansin Arica [IIED. 5 18 s
Crisis in Sudan’s m:

Darfur region E 32 14 21
M Excellent job =1 Only fair job

M Good job Poor job

Don’t know/no answer

Q.40

From what you know or have heard, would you say that Canada
bhas done an excellent, good, only fair or poor job in responding to
each of the following global issues ...?
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Best area for Canada to take a leadership role

Peacekeeping is identified as the area in which Canada
can best take a leadership role in the world.

When read a list of areas and asked which area they
think Canada can best take a leadership role in the
world, youth are most likely to choose peacekeeping
(38%). Smaller proportions choose environmental pro-
tection (17%), promotion of democracy and human
rights (17%), aid to poor, developing countries (13%),
and humanitarian relief (11%).

Peacekeeping is named as the top leadership role for
Canada across all regional and most demographic co-
horts. However, this view is higher among youth aged
15 to 20, anglophones, and among those who do not
follow global issues very much or at all. Those born
outside Canada are somewhat more likely than those
born in Canada to choose promotion of democracy
and human rights. Those who follow global issues
very closely are somewhat more likely than others to
name aid to poor, developing countries.

Best area for Canada to take a leadership role
in the world

Peacekeeping

Environmental protection|

Promotion of democracy,
human rights

Aid to poor,
developing countries

Humanitarian relief
0.41

In which one of the following areas do you think Canada can best
take a leadership role in the world?

Perception of size of Canada’s military

Just over balf of youth think Canada’s military is cur-
rently too small; very few think it is too big.

The survey finds that just over one-half (53%) of youth
think Canada’s military is currently too small, while
four in ten (41%) say it is about the right size. Very few
(3%) believe the country’s military is too large.

The perception that Canada’s military is too small is
higher among anglophone youth (59%) than among
francophone youth (44%). It is also higher among
young men, those living in communities with fewer
than 100,000 inhabitants and those born in Canada.

The view that Canada’s military is too small is also
higher among youth who follow global issues very
closely, those who think peacekeeping is Canada’s
most positive contribution, and those who name
peacekeeping as Canada’s best leadership role in the
world. Obviously, many Canadians favour having a
larger military because they identify Canada’s role in
the world so heavily with peacekeeping.

Adults are far more likely than youth to think Canada’s
military is too small (70% versus 53%). In contrast,
youth are far more likely than adults to be satisfied
with the current size of Canada’s military (41% versus

24%).

Size of Canada’s military

By country of birth
56 53
41
34
3 3 3
_ I
Too big About right Too small

H Total Born in Canada Born outside Canada

0.42
Is Canada’s military curvently too big, too small or about the
right size to carry out its duties?
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Preferred federal spending on aid to poorer countries
One-half of youth think the federal government should

spend more on aid to poorer countries.

Youth were informed that currently, approximately
one-third of a penny of every dollar spent by the federal
government goes to our aid program to help poorer
countries. They were also told that, as a comparison,
30 cents of every federal dollar spent goes to social
services and health programs here in Canada.

Half of youth (52%) think the federal government
should be spending a lot (23%) or a little (29%) more
money to help poorer countries. Four in ten (39%)
think federal spending in this area should stay the
same. Very few (7%) believe the federal government
should be spending a little or a lot less on aid to poorer
countries.

The view that the federal government should be spend-
ing more to help poorer countries is higher among
young women and youth aged 15 to 20. It is also higher
among those who are very concerned about hunger
and famine in the developing world, and those who
name aid to poor, developing countries as Canada’s
best leadership role in the world.

Amount spent on aid to poorer countries
By age

151017 25
181020 40 6
2110 24 4 10

B Should spend a lot more Should spend the same amount

I Should spend a little more Should spend less

Q.43

Currently, approximately one thivd of a penny of every dollar
spent by the federal government goes to our aid program, to help
poorer countries. As a comparison, 30 cents of every federal dollar
spent goes to social sevvices and health programs here in Canada.
Knowing this, do you think the government should spend more,
less or the same amount of money to help poorer countries? {If
“more” or “less”: Would that be “a lot {more/less) or “a little”
{more/less}?}
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Future OuTLOOK

Prospects for solving global issues

Majorities of youth are optimistic that major progress
will be made in solving most of the global issues sur-
veyed, especially reducing human rights abuse.

To assess youth’s vision of the future, they were asked
if they are optimistic or pessimistic that there will be
major progress made in their lifetime in solving a
number of global issues.

Youth are most optimistic about major progress being
made in their lifetime in solving human rights abuse
(73%). Majorities also say the same about the spread of
HIV/AIDS (64%), hunger and famine in the develop-
ing world (58%), environmental pollution (56%) and
terrorism (54%).

Youth are divided on the issue of war and conflict: 49
percent are optimistic and a similar proportion of 48
percent are pessimistic that major progress will be made
in their lifetime in solving this global issue.

Youth living in Quebec are less optimistic than those
living in English Canada that major progress will be
made in solving the spread of HIV/AIDS (56% ver-
sus 66%), hunger and famine in the developing world
(45% versus 62%), and terrorism (43% versus 58%).

Young men are somewhat more optimistic than young
women about the prospects for making major progress
in solving war and conflict (53% versus 46%), while
young women are somewhat more likely than young
men to be optimistic about solving hunger and famine
in the developing world (61% versus 55%).

Youth aged 18 to 24 are somewhat more optimistic
than those aged 15 to 17 about the prospects for mak-
ing major progress in solving human rights abuse.

Prospect of making major progress

in own lifetime
e e |
abuse 73 24
oo vors NN
developing world 58 40
pollution 56 4
War/contlict 18
M Optimistic Pessimistic
0.44

Please tell me whether you are basically optimistic or pessimistic
about the prospect that major progress will be made in your
Iifetime in solving each of the following global issues ...?

Youth who are more optimistic about their ability to
make the world a better place to live (can make a big
or some difference) are also more optimistic that major
progress will be made in their lifetime in solving all of
these global issues.

Youth who follow global issues very closely are more
optimistic about the future prospects of solving en-
vironmental pollution, but are less optimistic about
solving hunger and famine in the developing world,
terrorism, and war and conflict.

Youth are more likely than adults to be optimistic
about the prospects of solving human rights abuse
(73% versus 61%), hunger and famine in the devel-
oping world (58% versus 47%), and war and conflict
(49% versus 40%).
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CONCLUSION

The War Child Youth Canada Opinion Poll identifies some
telling contradictions — youth are clearly not accessing
important information on international issues and their
knowledge of some of the complexities of our global
reality remains inadequate; yet at the same time, they
remain optimistic about their ability to make a differ-
ence and the prospect of making progress on pressing
issues of global concern. More importantly, the majority
of youth feel that their views and opinions are not taken
seriously by adult decision-makers. This, perhaps, is
the most challenging aspect of all.

The War Child Canada Youth Opinion Poll clearly calls
upon policy makers, decision-makers, school boards,
educators and non-governmental organizations to
reflect on the following questions:

* Whatis being done to educate youth about cur-
rent global issues?

* How can we improve youth access to meaning-
ful information about global issues and create
opportunities for reflection?

* How can young people become more involved
in the work of governmental and non-govern-
mental actors working to promote human rights
and social justice?

* Can we increase the level of engagement around
these issues among youth across Canada?

* Are we sufficiently including youth in discus-
sions and decisions about our national priorities
and values as they relate to global realities?

* How can we, as Canadians and as a global com-
munity, develop substantive structures and pro-
grams to foster such dialogues?

This survey speaks volumes about current levels of
knowledge and engagement around pressing global
realities. War Child Canada encourages all stakeholders
who consider youth education and engagement a prior-
ity to use the results of this groundbreaking initiative,
to further discussion on the questions outlined above,
and to use this information in articulating future youth
engagement strategies.

The experiences and insights of Canadian youth are
crucial to shaping the values and policies that will guide
Canada in the new millennium. By contributing to
both the awareness and empowerment of today’s youth,
adult leaders have an important role to play in shaping
the Canadian identity, which includes compassion for
the vulnerable and support for institutions that pro-
tect, and promote, the rights of all the world’s citizens
— something the next generation surely deserves.

And while the results point to the need for adults to
consider how youth can be part of the equation of
complex decision-making, they also challenge youth to
become even more informed about what is happening
in the world, moving beyond opinions into meaning-
ful action.

It is important to note that 77 percent of adults
think that youth can make a positive difference in
the world.

War Child Canada shares this belief and optimism
in youth’s capacity to effect positive change. We are
privileged to witness first-hand the inspiring difference
Canadian youth can make through their involvement
in our innovative programming initiatives.

Our hope is that others will be as motivated by the
results of this survey as we have been. On our part,
we plan to share the results of this survey as widely as
possible with the youth, educators and partners with
whom we work. We encourage the readers of this report
to do the same in order to ensure that the youth repre-
sented in this survey are heard and, most importantly,
will begin to have a stronger influence over Canada’s
decisions on global issues.

Please let us know how The War Child Canada Youth Opin-
ion Poll has helped you make a positive impact in your
work by contacting us at youthsurvey(@warchild.ca.
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METHODOLOGY







The results of the survey are based on questions asked
to 750 residents of Canada aged 15 to 24 years, and
524 residents of Canada aged 25 or older by telephone
from July 5 to 27, 2005.

The margin of error for a sample of 750 is *3.6 per-
centage points, 19 times in 20. The margin of error
for a sample of 524 is =4.3 percentage points, 19
times in 20. The margin of error is greater for results
pertaining to regional or socio-demographic subgroups
of the total sample.

Sample selection

The sampling method was designed to complete ap-
proximately 750 interviews with Canadians aged 15 to
24, and 500 Canadians aged 25 or older, living within
households randomly selected across the 10 provinces.
Regional quotas proportionate to the populations in
each region/province were used to allocate interviews.
During fieldwork, 47,610 numbers were drawn from
the original sample. The final samples are distributed
as follows.

Environics uses a sampling method in which sample is
generated using the RDD (random digit dialling) tech-
nique. Samples are generated using a database of active
phone ranges. These ranges are made up of a series of
contiguous blocks of 100 contiguous phone numbers
and are revised three to four times per year after a thor-
ough analysis of the most recent edition of an electronic
phonebook. Each number generated is put through an
appropriate series of validation procedures before it is
retained as part of a sample. Each number generated
is looked up in a recent electronic phonebook database
to retrieve geographic location, business indicator and
“do not call” status. The postal code for listed numbers
is verified for accuracy and compared against a list of
valid codes for the sample stratum. Non-listed numbers
are assigned a “most probable” postal code based on
the data available for all listed numbers in the phone
exchange. This sample selection technique ensures both
unlisted numbers and numbers listed after the directory
publication are included in the sample.

Youth Sample (AgeS 1 5-24) Quota UNWEI:LHTED WEI(IE\II{TED gﬁaﬁ:l\(}%
Canada 750 750 750 3.6
Atlantic Region 60 64 58 12.2
Quebec 182 183 181 7.2
Ontario 285 288 286 5.8
Manitoba/Saskatchewan 51 54 52 13.3
Alberta 75 74 74 11.4
British Columbia 97 87 98 10.5
Adult Sample (Ages 25+)
N N MARGIN OF
Quota  UNWEIGHTED WEIGHTED  ERROR (%)
Canada 500 524 524 4.3
Atlantic Region 40 42 41 15.1
Quebec 121 122 126 8.9
Ontario 190 193 200 7.1
Manitoba/Saskatchewan 34 35 37 16.6
Alberta 50 55 52 13.2
British Columbia 65 77 68 11.2



From within each multi-person household contacted,
respondents 15 years of age and older were screened
for random selection using the “most recent birthday”
method. The use of this technique produces results that
are as valid and effective as enumerating all persons
within a household and selecting one randomly.

In the data analysis, the both samples were weighted
by age, based on population data to reflect the propor-
tions found in the general population for the following
groups: for the youth tables, 15-17, 18-20 and 21-24;
for the adult tables, 25-29, 30-44, 45-59 and 60 or
older. Both samples were also weighted by sex and
region, based on population data.

Telephone interviewing

Fieldwork was conducted at Environics’ central facili-
ties in Toronto. Field supervisors were present at all
times to ensure accurate interviewing and recording
of responses. Ten percent of each interviewer’s work
was unobtrusively monitored for quality control in ac-
cordance with the standards set out by the Canadian
Association of Marketing Research Organizations
— CAMRO (now the Marketing Research and Intel-
ligence Association — MRIA). A minimum of five calls
were made to a household before classifying it as a “no
answer.”

Completion results

The total sample for this survey consisted of 1,274
interviews: 750 interviews completed with Canadians
aged 15 to 24, and 524 interviews completed with
Canadians aged 25 or older.

The effective response rate for the survey is four per-
cent: the number of completed interviews (1,274)
divided by the total dialed sample (47,610) minus the
non-valid/non-residential numbers, the numbers not
in service, and the numbers that presented a language
barrier (12,912).

The actual completion rate for the survey is nine
percent: the number of completed interviews (1,274)
divided by the number of qualified respondents con-
tacted directly (14,752).

Completion results

N %

A. Total sample dialled 47,610 100
Household not eligible 29 *
Non-residential/not in service 11,742 25
Language barrier 1,141 2
B. Subtotal 12,912 27
C. New base (A — B) 34,698 100

D. No answer/line busy/
not available 19,946 58
Refusals 13,421 39
Mid-interview refusals 57 *
E. Subtotal 33,424 96
E. Net completions (C — E) 1,274 4
Completion rate (F /{C — D} 9

Note: totals may not sum to 100 due to rounding.
* Fewer than one percent
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Environics Research Group.
June 30, 2005

War Child Canada
2005 Canadian Youth Survey — PN5692

Final Questionnaire
(750 15-24 year olds and 500 25+)

Introduction

Good afternoon/evening. My name is and | am calling from Environics Research Group, a
public opinion research company. We are conducting a survey of Canadians about their views on some current
issues facing Canada and the world today. Please be assured that we are not selling or soliciting anything. This
survey is registered with the national survey registration system.

May | speak with the person in your household who is 15 years of age or older who has had the most recent
birthday?

ONCE QUOTA OF RESPONDENTS WHO ARE 25 AND OLDER IS FILLED, START ASKING: May | speak with
the person in your household who is 15 to 24 years of age who has had the most recent birthday?

(IF NOT AVAILABLE SELECT MOST AVAILABLE RESPONDENT)

RESPOND TO QUESTIONS AS FOLLOWS (FROM EITHER RESPONDENT OR PARENT)

SURVEY LENGTH: The survey will take about 15 minutes to complete

SURVEY SPONSOR: I can tell you at the end who sponsored this survey

REGISTRATION SYSTEM: The registration system has been created by the Canadian survey research industry
to allow the public to verify that a survey is legitimate, get information about the survey industry or register a
complaint. The registration systems toll-free telephone number is 1-800-554-9996.

HOW THEY WERE SELECTED: We choose telephone numbers at random and then select one person from
each household to be interviewed. To do this, we would like to speak to the person in your household, 15 or
older. who has had the most recent birthday?

IF PERSON SELECTED IS NOT AVAILABLE, ARRANGE FOR CALL-BACK

CONFIRM WHETHER RESPONDENT WOULD LIKE TO BE INTERVIEWED IN ENGLISH OR FRENCH

May | confirm your age?
RECORD

__ __ Age IF 25 AND OVER AND THAT QUOTA IS FILLED, ASK TO SPEAK TO SOMEONE 15-24 IN
HOUSEHOLD

Environics Research Group Ltd., 2005 pn 5692



War Child Canada — 2005 Canadian Youth Survey — DRAFT (1) Questionnaire

A. General Global Issues

| would like to start off by asking you a general question about world issues . . .

ASK YOUTH 15-24 Q. 1L.A
1.A Can you think of any world issues that you learned about in school? IF YES: Which ones were they?
DO NOT READ - CODE ALL MENTIONS

01 — No, did not learn about any world issues
02 — War/lack of peace/territorial disputes

03 — Economy/recession/unemployment

04 — Starvation/world hunger/poverty

05 — Environment/pollution/global warming
06 — Social/moral decline

07 — Overpopulation

08 — Disease/AIDS

09 — Crime/law and order

10 — Nuclear Arms

11 — Racism/ethnic intolerance

12 — Refugees/immigration

13 — Unequal distribution of wealth

14 — Trade

15 — Terrorism

98 — Other (SPECIFY)
99 — Don't know/No answer

ASK ADULTS 25+ Q. 1B
1.B Can you think of any world issues that you have learned a lot more about in the past year? IF YES: Which
ones were they? DO NOT READ - CODE ALL MENTIONS

01 — No, did not learn about any world issues
02 — War/lack of peace/territorial disputes

03 — Economy/recession/unemployment

04 — Starvation/world hunger/poverty

05 — Environment/pollution/global warming
06 — Social/moral decline

07 — Overpopulation

08 — Disease/AIDS

09 — Crime/law and order

10 — Nuclear Arms

11 — Racism/ethnic intolerance

12 — Refugees/immigration

13 — Unequal distribution of wealth

14 — Trade

15 — Terrorism

98 — Other (SPECIFY)
99 — Don't know/No answer

2.  lam going to read you a list of global issues. For each please tell me whether this is an issue about which
you are very, somewhat, not very or not at all concerned?
READ AND ROTATE
a. War and conflict

b. Hunger and famine in the developing world

c. Terrorism

Environics Research Group Ltd., 2005 2



War Child Canada — 2005 Canadian Youth Survey — DRAFT (1) Questionnaire

d. The spread of HIV/AIDS
e. Human rights issues
f. Environmental pollution

01 — Very concerned

02 — Somewhat concerned
03 — Not very concerned
04 — Not at all concerned
99 — DK/NA

3. How closely would you say you follow global issues in the news these days? Would you say you do so very
closely, somewhat closely, not very much, or not at all?

01 — Very closely

02 — Somewhat closely

03 — Not very much

04 — Not at all SKIP TO Q.5
99 — DK/NA SKIPTO Q.5

4. Where are you most likely to get your information about global issues? DO NOT READ — CODE ALL
THAT APPLY; PROBE: Anywhere else?

01 — Television news

02 — Radio news

03 — Internet/Websites SKIPTOQ. 6
04 — Newspapers

05 — Magazines

06 — Documentary films

07 — Classes in school

08 — Friends and family

09 — Involvement in an organization

10 — Books/magazines

98 — Other (SPECIFY)
99 — DK/NA

ASK ALL WHO DID NOT MENTION “INTERNET/WEBSITES” INQ. 4
5. Do you ever look up information on global issues on the Internet?

01 - Yes
02-No SKIPTOQ.7
99 — DK/NA

ASK ALL WHO MENTION INTERNET IN Q. 4 OR ANSWER YES TO Q. 5
6. What types of Internet sites have you gone to for information on global issues? DO NOT READ...CODE
ALL THAT APPLY

01 — Newspaper websites

02 — TV news websites

03 — NGO websites

04 — Blogs

05 — Newsgroups/discussion boards
06 — Google/search engines

07 — Other (SPECIFY)
99 — DK/NA

Environics Research Group Ltd., 2005 3



War Child Canada — 2005 Canadian Youth Survey — DRAFT (1) Questionnaire

ASK ALL
7. How important would you say each of the following have been as sources of information for you personally,
in terms of learning about global issues? Starting with , has this source been very, somewhat, not very

or not at all important?
READ AND ROTATE

a. Your parents (YOUTH ONLY)

b. Your friends

c. Your teachers (YOUTH ONLY)

d. Famous people who have spoken out on these issues
e. Films and TV

f.  Your children (ADULTS ONLY)

g. People you work with (ADULTS ONLY)

01 — Very important

02 — Somewhat important

03 — Not very important

04 — Not at all important
99 — DK/NA

B. Specific Global Issues

War and Conflict
Now | would like to ask you specifically about war and conflict . . .

8. Do you think the level of war and conflict in the world is getting worse, getting better, or staying about the
same?

01 — Getting worse
02 — Getting better
03 — Staying about the same

VOLUNTEERED
04 — Depends
99 — DK/NA

9.  Who do you think suffers more from today’s wars and conflicts:
READ AND ROTATE — CODE ONE ONLY

01 — Soldiers who are doing the fighting

Or
02 — Civilians who are living in the conflict zones
VOLUNTEERED
03 — Both equally
04 — Depends
99 — DK/NA

Environics Research Group Ltd., 2005 4



War Child Canada — 2005 Canadian Youth Survey — DRAFT (1) Questionnaire

10. Which one of the following two views about war and conflict is closest to your own:
READ AND ROTATE — CODE ONE ONLY

01 — There is always a way to solve disputes without having to resort to violent conflict
Or

02 — In some cases violent conflict is the only way to resolve disputes

VOLUNTEERED

03 — Depends

99 — DK/NA

Hunger and Famine

11. Do you think the problem of hunger and famine in the world is getting worse, getting better, or staying about
the same?

01 — Getting worse
02 — Getting better
03 — Staying about the same

VOLUNTEERED
04 — Depends
99 — DK/NA

Environment

12. Let me now ask you about the environment. In your view, what is the most important environmental issue
we face in the world today? DO NOT READ — CODE ONE ONLY

01 — Air pollution

02 — Water pollution

03 — Global warming/climate change

04 — Ozone depletion

05 — Industrial pollution

06 — Drinking water/Groundwater quality
07 — Genetically modified foods (GMOSs)
08 — Forest loss/clear cutting

09 — Loss of wildlife habitat

10 — Municipal garbage/landfills

11 — Toxic chemicals

12 — Parks and wilderness area preservation
13 — Kyoto Accord

14 — Acid rain
98 — Other (SPECIFY )
99 — DK/NA

13. Some people say [ROTATE] the greatest threat to our environment comes from industry, which produces
chemicals and waste that threaten our air, water and soil. Other people say [ROTATE] the greatest threat to
our environment comes from consumers, who buy, use and dispose of the products that industry produces,
and have certain lifestyle expectations. Which of these views is closer to your own? [FC 51/64]

01 — Industry is the greatest threat
02 — Consumers are the greatest threat

VOLUNTEERED

03 — Both equally the main threat

04 — Depends

05 — Other (SPECIFY )
99 — DK/NA

Environics Research Group Ltd., 2005 5



War Child Canada — 2005 Canadian Youth Survey — DRAFT (1) Questionnaire

HIV/AIDS

14.

15.

Turning now to the issue of HIV/AIDS, do you think that governments and other organizations are putting too
much, not enough, or about the right amount of effort into stopping the spread of this disease around the
world?

01 — Too much effort SKIP TO Q.16
02 — Not enough effort

03 — About the right amount of effort SKIP TO Q.16
VOLUNTEERED

04 — Depends

99 — DK/NA SKIP TO Q.16

(IF SAY NOT ENOUGH OR DEPENDS IN Q.14) What do you believe to be the main reason why more is not
being done to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS? DO NOT READ — CODE ALL THAT APPLY

01 — Not considered enough of a priority

02 — Governments don'’t care about the problem

03 — No priority given to helping Africa/poor developing countries
04 — Racism/discrimination

05 — Ignorance

06 — Religious/moral views about sex

07 — Cost too high/countries can’t afford it

08 — Lack of support by drug manufacturers

98 — Other (SPECIFY )

99 — DK/NA

Developing World Debt

16.

17.

Many poor, developing countries owe hundreds of millions of dollars in loans provided by other governments
and world organizations. Would you say you are very, somewhat, not very or not at all familiar with this
issue?

01 — Very familiar

02 — Somewhat familiar
03 — Not very familiar
04 — Not at all familiar
99 — DK/NA

What do you believe is the main cause of the massive poverty and debt owed by poor, developing countries?
DO NOT READ — CODE ALL THAT APPLY

01 — Globalization

02 — Gap between rich and poor countries

03 — Power of multi-national corporations

04 — Corrupt third world governments

05 — Famine and hunger

06 — Weak developing/3rd world economies

07 — World Bank policies

08 — Countries borrowed/were lent too much money
98 — Other (SPECIFY )
99 — DK/NA
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Terrorism

18. Now on the topic of terrorism. Do you think it very likely, somewhat likely, not very likely or not at all likely
that Canada will be the victim of a major terrorist attack within the next two years? [FC42/30]

01 — Very likely

02 — Somewhat likely
03 — Not very likely
04 - Not at all likely
99 - DK/NA

19. Do you think that the Canadian government’s response to terrorism, in the form of new laws and heightened

security measures, has been too strong, too weak, or about right, given the level of threat involved?
NOTE: WORD “RESTRICTIVE” HAS BEEN CUT OUT OF Q. 19
01 — Too strong

02 — Too weak
03 — About right

VOLUNTEERED
04 — Depends
99 — DK/NA

Human Rights Abuses

20. 1 would now like to ask you about human rights. Are you aware of any specific countries in the world in
which human rights abuses are taking place today? Which ones? DO NOT READ — CODE ALL THAT
APPLY; PROBE: Any others?

01 — Afghanistan

02 — Canada
03 — China
04 — Congo
05 — Haiti

06 — Iran

07 —Iraq

08 — Israel

09 — Lebanon

10 — Myanmar (Burma)

11 — North Korea

12 — Rwanda

13 — Palestinian occupied territories
14 — Saudi Arabia

15 - Syria

16 — Sudan (Darfur)

17 — United States

98 — Other (SPECIFY )
97 - None
99 — DK/NA

21. Do you think that people in Canada often, sometimes, rarely or never experience human rights abuses.

01 — Often

02 — Sometimes

03 — Rarely

04 — Never SKIP TO Q. 23
99 — DK/NA

Environics Research Group Ltd., 2005 7



War Child Canada — 2005 Canadian Youth Survey — DRAFT (1) Questionnaire

22.

What types of groups or individuals do you think are most likely to experience human rights abuses here in

Canada? DO NOT READ — CODE ALL THAT APPLY: PROBE; Anything else?

01 — Racial minorities (e.g. blacks, Asians, Arabs)
02 — Cultural minorities

03 — Gays and leshians

04 — Women

05 — People with disabilities

06 — Aboriginals

07 — Poor people

08 — The elderly

09 — People with certain religious faiths

10 — People with certain political beliefs/values
11 - French-speakers in Canada

12 - English-speakers in Quebec

98 — Other (SPECIFY )
97 — None
99 — DK/NA

ASK ALL

23.

24.

25.

Have you ever had an experience in which your own human rights have been violated, or do you know
someone else whose human rights have been violated?

01 - Yes, self
02 — Yes, someone | know
03 - Both self and other

04 — No

99 — DK/NA

Where would you be most likely to go for help if your human rights, or those of a close friend, were being
threatened? DO NOT READ — CODE ALL THAT APPLY

01 — Police

02 — Parents

03 — Friends

04 — Government officials
05 — Human Rights Commission
06 — Organizations/NGOs that fight for human rights

07 — Teacher

08 — Internet

98 — Other (SPECIFY )
99 — DK/NA

Have you heard of any of the following United Nations human rights treaties?
READ AND ROTATE

a. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
b. The UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

c. The UN Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

01 - Yes
02 — No
99 — DK/NA
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26. Do you believe it is very, somewhat, not very or not at all important that Canada has formally ratified and
adopted these types of international treaties on human rights?

01 — Very important

02 — Somewhat important
03 — Not very important
04 — Not at all important

VOLUNTEERED
05 — Depends
99 — DK/NA

27. These are international treaties established by the UN and adopted by some countries including Canada.
How effective do you think such treaties are in helping to protect human rights around the world? Would you say
they are:

01 — Very effective

02 — Somewhat effective
03 — Not very effective
04 — Not at all effective

VOLUNTEERED
05 — Depends
99 — DK/NA

28. Do you think that large multi-national corporations play a positive or negative role in promoting human rights
and democracy in the world today? NOTE TO INT. I[F RESPONDENT ISN'T SURE OF WHAT WE MEAN BY A
MULTI-NATIONAL CORPORATIONS SAY: “These are big corporations that operate in many countries around
the world”

01 — Positive role

02 — Negative role

VOLUNTEERED

03 — Play no role at all

04 — Both a positive and a negative role
99 — DK/NA

C. NGOs

| would now like to ask you about non-governmental organizations, or NGOs, which are independent
organizations working to address different types of problems. .

29. Canyou name any NGOs that are active in addressing global issues such as war and conflict, hunger,
HIV/AIDS and human rights? DO NOT READ — CODE ALL THAT APPLY: PROBE: Any others?

01 — War Child Canada

02 — Oxfam

03 — Doctors without Borders
04 — Red Cross

05 — Amnesty International

06 — UNICEF

07 — No cannot name any SKIP TO Q. 33

08 — Do not understand what NGOs are SKIP TO Q. 33
98 — Other (SPECIFY )

99 — DK/NA SKIP TO Q. 33
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30.

31.

Do you think that NGOs are very, somewhat, not very or not at all effective in making a real difference to the
problems they focus on?

01 — Very effective SKIP TO Q.32
02 — Somewhat effective SKIP TO Q.32
03 — Not very effective
04 — Not at all effective

VOLUNTEERED
05 — Depends SKIP TO Q.33
99 — DK/NA SKIP TO Q.33

(IF NOT VERY/NOT AT ALL EFFECTIVE) Why do you say that? DO NOT READ — CODE ALL THAT

APPLY

01 — Lack resources/money to make a difference

02 — Lack expertise/knowledge about issues/solutions
03 — Have own agendas that can get in the way

04 — Problems can only be addressed by governments
05 — Corrupt

06 — Wasteful/inefficient

98 — Other (SPECIFY )
99 — DK/NA

ASK ALL And now turning to a different topic . . .

OLD Q. 32 HAS BEEN DROPPED

32.

How much of a difference do you think young people can make in making the world a better place to live? A

big difference, some difference, little difference or no difference at all?

33.

01 — A big difference
02 — Some difference
03 — Little difference, or
04 — No difference at all

VOLUNTEERED
05 — Depends
99 — DK/NA

When young people take action and express their views on issues facing the world, do you think decision
makers take them very seriously, somewhat seriously, not very seriously or not seriously at all?

01 — Very seriously

02 — Somewhat seriously
03 — Not very seriously
04 — Not seriously at all

VOLUNTEERED
05 — Depends
99 — DK/NA

OLD Q. 34 HAS BEEN DROPPED
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34. When was the last time, if ever, that you donated your time or money to a cause or charity?
DO NOT READ — CODE ONE ONLY

01 — Past month

02 — Past 2 to 6 months

03 — Past 7 — 12 months

04 — Past 1-2 years

05 — More than two years ago

06 — Never SKIP TO Q. 37
99 — DK/NA

35. What was the main thing that motivated you to donate time or money to a cause?

OLD Q. 37 AND 38 HAVE BEEN DROPPED

D. Canada — US Relations

| would now like to ask you about Canada and its relationship to the United States. .
36. Do you think it would best serve Canada'’s interests if our relations with the U.S. in general were very close,
somewhat close, somewhat distant, or very distant? [FC32/20]

01 — Very close

02 — Somewhat close
03 — Somewhat distant
04 — Very distant
VOLUNTEERED

99 —DK/NA

37. Do you think Canadians should be doing more, less or the same as now to develop a separate cultural
identity from the Americans? [FC34/14]

01 - Do more

02 - Do less

03 - Do about the same
VOLUNTEERED

99 - DK/NA

38. In working to resolve global problems, do you think Canada should work more closely with: [FC23/200]
READ AND ROTATE — CODE ONE ONLY

01 — The United States
Or

02 — The United Nations

VOLUNTEERED

03 — Both equally

04 — Neither

99 — DK/NA
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E. Canada’'s Role in the World

Turning now to Canada’s role in the world . . .

39. In your opinion, what is the most positive contribution that Canada, as a country, makes to the world today?
[FC42/33] DO NOT READ...CODE ONE RESPONSE ONLY

01 — Peacekeeping

02 — Foreign Aid

03 — Immigration/refugees

04 — Support for human rights/democracy
05 — Environment

06 — UN/NATO involvement

07 — Trade/Free Trade

08 — World example/role model
09 — Natural resources

10 — Technology

11 - Multiculturalism

98 — Other (SPECIFY )
97 — Nothing
99 - DK/NA

40. From what you know or have heard, would you say that Canada has done an excellent, good, only fair or
poor job in responding to each of the following global issues:
READ AND ROTATE
a. Debt relief for poor developing countries
b. Response to the Asian tsunami
c. The crisis in Sudan’s Darfur region
d. The war in Iraq
e. HIV/AIDS in Africa
f. The war on terrorism
g. Peacekeeping

h. Promoting human rights

01 — Excellent job

02 — Good job
03 — Only fair job
04 — Poor job
VOLUNTEERED
05 — Depends
99 — DK/NA

41. In which one of the following areas do you think Canada can best take a leadership role in the world?
READ AND ROTATE

01 — Peacekeeping

02 — Aid to poor, developing countries

03 — Humanitarian relief

04 — Environmental protection

05 — Promotion of democracy and human rights
VOLUNTEERED
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42.

01 -
02 —
03 -
99 —

43.

07 — Other (SPECIFY) )
08 — All equally

09 — Other combination

99 — DK/NA

Is Canada’s military currently too big, too small or about the right size to carry out its duties?

Too big

Too small

About the right size
DK/NA

Currently, approximately one third of a penny of every dollar spent by the federal government goes to our aid
program, to help poorer countries. As a comparison, 30 cents of every federal dollar spent goes to social
services and health programs here in Canada. Knowing this, do you think the government should spend
more, less or the same amount of money to help poorer countries? [FC14/17]

IF MORE OR LESS: Would that be “a lot [more/less] or “a little” [more/less]?

01 — A lot more

02 — A little more

03 — The same amount
04 — A little less

05— A lot less
VOLUNTEERED

99 — DK/NA

And now one final question on the topics we have covered . . .

44,

Please tell me whether you are basically optimistic or pessimistic about the prospect that major progress will
be made in your lifetime in solving each of the following global issues:

READ AND ROTATE

a. War and conflict

b. Hunger and famine in the developing world

c. Terrorism

d. The spread of HIV/AIDS

e. Human rights abuse

f. Environmental pollution

01 — Optimistic
02 — Pessimistic
VOLUNTEERED
99 — DK/NA
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F. Respondent Profile

To finish up, | would like to ask you just a few questions about you and your household for statistical
purposes only. Please be assured that your answers will remain completely confidential.

A. Which is the highest level of education that you have completed to date?
DO NOT READ — CODE ONE ONLY

01 — Grade/elementary/primary school or less

02 - Some high school/secondary

03 - High school/secondary grad

04 - Vocational/Technical/Community college/CEGEP school

05 - Some university

06 - University graduate (BA or BSc)

07 — Postgraduate/professional degree (law school, medical school, MA, PhD etc...)
99 — NA/REFUSE

YOUTH ONLY

B. Are you currently in school or attending an educational institution?

01 -Yes

02 — No SKIP TOQ.D

99 — NA/REFUSE SKIP TOQ.D
C. Isthis:

READ — CODE ONE ONLY

01 — High school

02 — Community college/technical school/CEGEP
03 — University

VOLUNTEERED

98 — OTHER (SPECIFY )
99 — NA/REFUSE

D.a Are you currently employed, either full or part time?

01 - Working full-time

02 - Working part-time
VOLUNTEERED

03 - Unemployed or looking for a job
04 — Stay at home (homemaker)

99 — NA/REFUSAL

ADULTS ASK
D.b  Which of the following best describes your own present employment status?
READ — PROBE FULL OR PART-TIME HOURS

01 - Working full-time
02 - Working part-time

03 - Unemployed or looking for a job SKIP TO Q11
04 — Self-employed

05 - Stay at home full-time SKIP TO Q.11
06 - Student, or

07 - Retired SKIP TO Q.11
VOLUNTEERED

08- Disability pension SKIP TO Q.11
99 - REFUSAL SKIP TO Q.11
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ASK ALL
E. In what country were you born?
DO NOT READ — CODE ONE ONLY

01 — Canada

02 -US

03 — UK/Ireland

04 — rest of Europe

05 — Asia

06 — Central/South America

07 - Africa

08 — Other (SPECIFY )
99 — NA/REFUSE

F. What language do you most frequently speak in your household?
DO NOT READ — CODE ONE ONLY

01 - English

02 - French

98 — Other

99 — NA/REFUSE

G. Have you ever traveled outside of Canada?

01 -Yes
02 - No SKIP TO Q.1
99 — DK/NA SKIP TO Q.1

H. (IF YES) To which parts of the world have you traveled?
DO NOT READ...CODE BY CONTINENT ONLY — CODE ALL THAT APPLY

01 — United States

02 — South/Central America/Mexico/Caribbean
03 — Europe

04 — Africa

05 — Asia

06 — Australia/New Zealand/South Pacific

98 — Other (SPECIFY )
99 — DK/NA

ASK ALL WHO ARE 18 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER

I.  Which of the following categories best corresponds to the total annual income, before taxes, of all members of
your household, for 2004? READ

01 - Under $20,000

02 - $20,000 to $40,000
03 - $40,000 to $60,000
04 - $60,000 to $80,000
05 - $80,000 to $100,000
06 - $100,000 and over
99 - REFUSE/DK/NA

J.  And to better understand how results vary by region, may | have your 6-digit postal code?

99 - DK/NA
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This completes the survey. In case my supervisor would like to verify that | conducted this interview,
may | have your first name?

First Name:

Thank you very much for your time and assistance. This survey was conducted on behalf of Environment
Canada, and is registered under the Federal Access to Information Act.

RECORD

K. Gender
01 - Male
02 — Female

L. Language of interview

01 — English
02 - French

M. Province/Territory

01 - British Columbia

02 - Alberta

03 - Saskatchewan

04 - Manitoba

05 - Ontario

06 - Quebec

07 - Newfoundland and Labrador
08 - Nova Scotia

09 - New Brunswick

10 - Prince Edward Island

N. Community size

01 - 1 million plus

02 - 100,000 to 1 million
03 - 25,000 to 100,000
04 - 10,000 to 25,000
05 - 5,000 to 10,000

06 - Less than 5,000

Thank you for doing our survey
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